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Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY: £94
45
SEvErAL MEuwpERs : Hear, hear.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9.256 p.m.
until the next Tuesday.

#eqinlative Bssembly,
Thursday, 1st September, 1898.

Paper presented—Question: Ivanhoe Venture
Compony’s Lease, and Forcible Removal
of Ore—Question: Railway Workshops at
Albany, Retrenchment—Question: German
Mail Steamers at Fremantle—Reapprop-
riation of Loan Moneys Bill, second read-
ing; in Committes, Clause 1 to Second
Schedule—Loan Flotation, etc., a State-
ment—Pollution of Rivers Bill, first read-
ing—Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’clock, p.m.

PravYERS.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Comurssionsr oF RaiLwars: Re-
rumption, for railway purposes, of land
belonging to the Postmaster-Genergl,
Correspondence.

(rdered to lie on the table

QUESTION: IVANHOE VENTURE COM-
PANY'S LEASE, AND TFORCIBLY
REMOVAL OF ORE,

Mr. MONGER (York): I rise to aak
the Premier, without notice, whether he
has received any information from Kal-
goorlie in connection with the recent dis-
turbance on the Ivanhoe Venture Com-
pany’s mine, in regard to the taking away
of & certain portion of the property be-
longing to the company.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hom. Sir J.
Forrest): I may say the Commissioner of
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Police hag received a telegram, informing
him that an information had been laid
against four persons by the Ivanhoe Ven-
ture Company for larceny, and that war-
rants had been issued for the arrest of
the four persons, including Mr. Burke and
others. Three of them had been arrested,
and one was being sought for.

QUESTION : RAILWAY WORKSHOPS AT
ALBANY, RETREXCHMENT.

Mr. LEAKE asked the Commissioner
of Railways, Whether it was intended to
discharge any of the workmen from the
railway workshops at Albany, and whe-
ther the construction of a large number
of (about 350) trucks recently in contem-
plation had been countermanded.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RATLWAYS
{Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied :—1, It is in-
tended to diecharge a few of the cm-
ployees, as there is not sufficient work for
the present staff. 2, The department con-
sidered the question of constructing 123
trucks, the principal part of which would
have been made in the coleny, only the
underframes and wheels being imported ;
but, there being no funds available, the
matter has been deferred.

QUESTION : GERMAN MAIL STEAMERG
AT FREMANTLE.

Mgr. LEAKLE agked the Colonial Trea-
surer : —1, How much had been paid by
the German mail steamers since January
lst, 1898, in harbour, light, and other
dues or fees. 2, What had been paid by
these steamers for the use of the “Pen-
guin” or other Governwent vessel as a
tug,

Tue PREMIER AWND TREASURER
{Right Hon. Sir J. Forrest) replied: —
1, £390. 2, The only occasion on which
the “Penguin” had been used was when
the “Gera’” came in at night, and the tug
“Gannet” could not alone tow ler into
the harbour. Nothing has yet been paid.

REAPPROPRIATION OF LOAN MONEYS
BILI.

SECOND RBADING.
LOAY FLOTATION AND GOLD OUTPUT—A
STATEMENT.
Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): In rising to move the second
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reading of this Bill, T have not much to
ay, because I said most of what I in-
ended to say when dealing with the
inances of the colomy, in making my
Tinancial Statement a fortnight ago.
Chere is therefore little for me to add for
he information of hon. members in re-
sard to the second reading. Of course
i the Bill gets into Committee, which [
‘eel sure it will; the details of the ap-
sropriation, both in regard to the funds
rom which the money is to be obtained
nd also in regard to its distribution, can
hen be considered, and full information
vill be given to hon. members 1n regard
:0 every item in the schedule. I may
iay I have had a somewhat difficult task
luring the last few weeks with regard
0 financial matters, and I am sure hon.
nembers will agree with me that there
nught to have been, if there were not,
iome depressing influences surrounding
uc at the time I had to make my Finan-
sinl Statement. No doubt some per-
ong can rise superior to influences sur-
cunding them, but I fear that is not the
:age with me. T had to face this House
wd explain the financial position, with
‘he fact known to all hon. members that
ve had placed a loan on the market, on
the 26th of last month, for £1,000,000,
ind that only £550,000 had been sub-
icribed ; a result which was very unex-
rected, and came like a bomb-shell upon
18, especislly on myself. I felt some-
vhat depressed, and perhaps it was not
mnatural ; but T am glad to gay that,
f good luck forsook me for a little while,
t has returned on the occasion of my
waving to move the second reading of
his Reappropriation Bill; for I have to
sonvey to the House the pleasing intelli-
rence that the balance of the loan has
een taken up.

Severan MEMBERS : Hear, hear.

Thue PREMIER: And at an increase of
ls. over the minimum, the price realised
seing £94 45, I am glad indeed to
nake this announcement, because it
wuld not be to the advantage of the
olony to have a portion of an unsub-
icribed loan lying about, for that would
ery much interfere with financial opera-
tions, and largely prejudica the
wlders of our atock. That diffi-
wlty hes now been removed. Only
‘his morning I received a cablegram
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from the Apent-General, telling me the
balance of the loan had been placed at a
price equal to that obtained when the
loan wds placed upon the market. That
intelligence will be satisfactory to every
member of this House. I also have great
pleasure in stating that only a few
minutes before I came into the House I
received the gold returns for the month,
and I find that, although it is not the re-
cord month, it is next to that. The record
month was, as you know, 93,395 ounces
in January last; and this month the re-
turn is 89,395 ounces ; so that this is, as
I say, the second best month we have
had.
SEVERAL MEusprs: Hear, hear.

* Tre PREMIER: We now stand in toc
position of having exported gold during
the eight months of this year to the value
of £2,420,865, which is within £144,111
of the whole export of last year, although
we have still four months to run. If we
20 on at this rate, our estimate of a mil-
lion ounces for the year will he realiged.
The export of pgold that is going on
through the production in this colony is
most warvellous. The amount for the
eight monthsof this year has been 637,069
ounces, whereas for the same period of
last year the export was 379,270 ounces :
the quantity for the eight months this
year being nearly double as compared with
the corresponding period of last year. We
find that the total export of gold from the
time we began to export it in 1886, when
a little over £1,000 worth was sent away,
has been £8,662,823 ; and it is a remark-
able fact, and one over which we ought to
rejoice, that of this immense quantity of
gold, close on £9,000,000, nearly
£5,000,000 worth has been exported
during the last twenty months, the actual
value being £4,985,843, or more than half
of the total quantity, These facts are
very gratifying to us all, and form a very
pleasing introduction to the work I have
before e this afternoon in asking hon.
members to agree to this Reappropria-
tion Bill, because it must inspire in them
confidence in the future of the colony.
The works that we propoese to construct
out of these reappropriations are urgeniry
needed—in fact, most of them are in hand,
there being very few exceptions—and I
think members will not hesitate to give
the Government the required authority.
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They will notice by this Bill that we pro-
pose to take £100,000 from the items that
form part of the Loan Act of 1896 and the
General Purposes Act, as we call it, and
£470,000 from the Coolgardie Water
Scheme Loan Act. Of the £100,000 to
be obtained under the Loan Act of 1896,
we intend to take £25,000 from the water
supply account, on which there is an avail-
able balance of £68,244. But there are
tome liabilities during this year—Fre-
maantle water supply, for one, and there
are other water supplies, not very large;
but still there is plenty left to carry out
all the obligations of the Government dur-
ing the coming year, and I think there
will be something over. From the Fre

mantle dock and slip we propose to take#

£35,000, and there was £56,710 available
on the 30th June, while against that there
are some obligations, including a tem-
porary slip and other things connected
with the Fremantle dock vote, leaving a
little balance over. T regret having to
touch this dock fund, for we looked for-
ward to the work very much, and it is
also necessary ; but at the present time
we are not in a position to construct this
dock, and the harbour works are not suffi-
ciently advanced for it; therefore, seeing
that we want the money for other pur-
poses, I am sure the people of Fremantle
—knowing that no one takes a greater in-
terest in that place than I do, with a view
of making it the great port of the colony
—will not think that, in taking this
amount of £35000 I am in any way
blocking the completion of the Fremantle
dock and tlip, which I hope will be con-
structed as soon as we are in a position to
do the work. We propose to take £25,000
from the appropriation for dredges and
barges, on which there was available on
the 30th June £107,404. There is a good
deal of obligation in regard to two
dredges and reveral barges that are on
their way to the colony, or soon will we,
fors use in the Fremantle harbour works.
We propose to take £15,000 from the
Geraldton-Murchison goldfields railway
appropriation, on which there was avail-
able on the 30th Jupe £129,756. There
is an obligation regarding that fund, but
quite sufficient money remains to allow
us to take the £135,000, and that sum I
propose to spend in the Murchison dis
trict. T donot know why I should do it,
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but sometimes, in moments of generosity.
one makes promises or engagements whict
everyone remembers; and, therefore, a:
dhelieve at one time I did say thaet, if there
wasz any balance over regarding the Mur
chison railway, we would not spend it ex:
cept in the district, I intend to carry ii
out by spending money taken from thai
vote upon works in the district. If the
members for the Murchison do not wani
the money spent, they can strike ou!
this item of reappropriation, and we wu
not spend it. I think it will be muct
better for the district that the course we
propose should be adopted, in order thai
pressing matters may be dealt with. W
intend to spend the £100,000 from the
General Purposes Act in the development
of goldfields and wineral resources. The
details of the proposed expenditure are
given in the second schedule; £40,00(
being for the erection of public batteries
£18,000 for expenditure on the easter:
goldfields, £15,000 on the Murchison ant
Pesk Hill goldfields, £5,000 on the Pil
barra goldfield, £15,000 on the Norse
man tank, and £7,000 on other gold
fields ; also boring for coal and mis
cellaneous items. We can deal with th
items in detail when we get into Com
mittee. Some members may have anti
cipated that we would be able io con
struct these works out of revenue, and

wish it had been possible. We fully in
tended to provide for public batteries, fo:
instance, gut of revenue, but we have no
been able to carry out some of our goos
intentions, and rather than put ourselve
into any difficulty with regard to carry
ing out these useful, important, and ne
cessary works, we have thought it bette
to reappropriate money for the purpose
It will certainly be better for us to reap
propriate the money, than to run an;
risk of the works not being carried out
In regard to the third schedule fo
£470,000, hon. members will see th
items upon which it is proposed to spent
the money. We propose to take from
the  Coolgardie water scheme th
£470,000 required for the third schedul
of works; and, as to these works, I nee
not go into the items until we get ints
Committee. With regard to th
£100,000 for charges and expenses of rais
ing loans, I would like to say a word o
two. There is one other way, indee
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there are two other ways, in which this
matter could be dealt with instead of
adopting the course which we have been
accustomed to. If we arrange for a loan
of say £1,000,000, and receive for it only
£950,000, there is £50,000 to be made
up somehow. In some places the prac-
tice of Governments is to reduce all the
items pro rate to bring down the total
to £950,000, and thus they get works
carried out for £950,000 for which they
have to pay £1,000,000 when the loan is
redeemed. That causes much trouble,
and a lot of odd figpures, and I do not
think the plan is a good one. Another
plan, of course, is that of charging the
expenses of the loan, in proportion to the
amounts, against the several items; thua
making up the account as if the money
had been actually expended upon the
works, and charging the works with them.
But there iz an objection to that, al-
though the plan is convenient for the
book-keeping ; because whilst the cost of
works may have been only £900,000, it
may be shown on the books as £950,000,
the other £50,000 being for the charges
and expenses of raizing the loan.

Mr. Vosper: So they should.

Tee PREMIER : It is not & practical
way. It all depends upon the price you
have to give for money; for if you float
a loan at more than par, you have to
credit the account, whilst on the other
hand, if you float it under par, you have
to debit the account. I think the best
way i8 that which we have adopted. We
take note of the charges and expenses of
raising loans, and put all the discounts
and all the profits to this account, and
we can always tell what the loan has
cost ; for we can see the charge for rais-
ing a particular loan has been so much,
the exact cost of the works being also
shown; and the book-keeping by this
plan is made convenient. OF course it is
a matter of opinion which is the best
plan to adopt; but we have commenced
this system, and I think it is perhaps the
best after all. We have begun it and
carried it on for many years; and I must
say that, having given the matter a good
deal of attention and looked into it care-
fully, I have come to the conclusion that
the plan is very clear and straightfor-
ward. .
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Me. Iuaxoewontd: Does this £100,000
cover the whole account?

Tee PREMIER: No. It will not more
than cover the discounts up to date.

Mg, WiLsox : For the last seven years?

Tuz PREMIER : Oh, no. Itakeit that
the sum will just about bring us up to
datc. Last year we did not have a loan
issue, and having no money available for
this item of charges and expenses of rais-
ing loans, we followed for that one year
the other plan of deducting, prorata, and
therefore we bave not had the money
shewn against the items for that year.
But, if this is passed, we will put in the
schedule of the Loan Bill all the items
on loan up to the full amount as far as
the lonns have been raised; and this
£100,000 will be all absorbed on the loans
ruized up to date, and all the items will
have their full amount. Of course hon.
members can give their opinion about it.
This is, after all, really a matter of nc-
count, because in ome way or another
tlie money has to be obtained, and there
is no difference in the result. Seeing
that we commenced about 1894 with this
plan, I am inclined to advise that we
shculd go on with it, The reason why
w~ ask for reappropriation, as hon. mem-
bers will know very well, is in order that
we may not increase our authorisations.
That is the object, so that it shall not be
sait of us outside that the Government
have got more millions to borrow. We
know that it iz not an advantage to the
eredit of a colony for an impression to be
created among lenders there are more mil-
lwns to borrow, and that those who invest
in the stock of that colony do not know
wher: a further loan may be put on the
market, and are always afraid that an-
other loan may be put on before they can
gt rid of the stock they have taken up.
If lenders know that we have got to the
end of our loan authorisations, they will
have more confidence in investing in the
stocks of this colony. Of course reap-
propriation means the carrying out of
works that are required at the expense or
the curtailment of works that were
theught necessary a year or two ago. All
these works, from which we propose to re-
appropriate, were items that were thought
t> be necessary in 1896 ; but as time goes
on people change their minds, and the ne-
ceeeity increases or decreases in regard
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to particular works here and there; and |
in this way we now think that the items , connection with the raising of loans, which

enumierated in the second and third
sch:edules are more urgent, more pressing,
ard certainly more necessary, than are
th> works from which we propose to take
these amounts. That applies particularly
to the £100,000. Then, with regard to
the £490,000 which we propose to take
from the Coolgardie water scheme, that
reappropriation will not affect the carry-
ing out of the scheme for the time being ;
and it only means that, when these works
ace nearing completion, and if they are
then found to have cost more than the
an.ount available, we will have to go for
& new loan to make up the deficiency.

Mr. LEak®: A new loan! Ah, ahl

Tee PREMIER: Yes; a new loan to
make up the difference

Mr. Lmaxe: Robbery!

Tee PREMIER: Any ab.c school
boy would kmow that if we take
£470,000 off the Coalyardie water scheme
at the present time, and if the cost is
found tewards the end of the work to be
more than the remaining £2,030,000,
then the balance will have to be paid out
of loan, or in sorie other way. But I
hope and have reason to think the work
will not cost so much, and at any rate
a long time must elapse before we shall
bave spent the whole of the £2,030,000.

Mr. Lrake : Suppose it costs more!

Tiue PREMIER: Then this House will
have to find the money, and 1 think it
will be easier to borrow the amount then
than it is te borrow now. We know it
will be inconvienent to borrow the amount
now, but we cannot say how far it will
be inconvenient when this work is near-
ing completion. Having only £2,030,000
available for this work after this reap
propriation, we must ¢try to cut our
coat accordingly to the ecloth, Al
these worka for which we propose to re-
appropriate are in hand, except perhaps
one or two, and I think they are all most

ent. If they were not urgent you
would not find me advocating them at
the present time. I would much rather
go on without any reappropriation, but
it is not possible to do so. I suppose
hon. members opposite will agree that,
do what they will, at the present time
there is no room for this £570,000 to be
put on the Estimates, leaving out the

Second reading.

£100,000 for charges and expenses in

we could do without by reducing the items,
though 1 think that would be inadvis-
able. There is no room for this money
on the Estimates this year; and, if that
is admitted, there are alternatives open
to ug. There is a new loan open to us
for raising the£570,000 which we require ;
or we may pay the amount out of revenue,
and have a large deficiency at the end
of the year as & consequence. I do
not think that needs any argument, and
I do not suppose any member of this
House will suggest that either of these
other courses should be followed. Tt
would be impossible for me to advise
either of these courses to be taken; and,
as I cannot advize & new loan, neither
can 1 advise the paying for these works
out of revenue. There is this further alter-
native, that wo could stop all the works,
although they are works in progress.
Bup that would not get us out of the
aifficulty. 'We might, for instance, stop
the Fremantle harbour works, and their
stoppage might suit some people in the
volony.

Mg. GEOROE: Why!

Tae PREMIER: I do not know why,
but some people might prefer that to be
done. We cannot get out of paying for .
the railways, which are all constructed,
and the obligations are due to the con-
tractors as soon as the accounts can be
completed, and we must pay them. All
the other works are in hand, as a rule.
I have thought this matter over, and the
only proper course open to us is to do
as 1 propose to de. I strongly advise
the House to take this course, which will
not affect our credit injuriously in the
slightest degree, because we shall have
no more authority to borrow after this
reappropriation is approved of than we
had before, and therefore our credit will
be as good as before, and I hope it will
be better. No one can tell me our
credit would be as good if we were ask-
ing for a new authorisation for raising
£570,000 more by loan, because every
new authorisation must have an efiect
on gur public credit.

Mr. IuineworTH: When did you find
that out?

Tes PREMIER : We found it out long
ago. For my own part, I can see no
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objeotion, from a constitutional point of
view or as a financial operation, to re-
appropriation for these necessary works.
[n fact, it might become absolutely neces-
sary to reappropriate, and the principle
would be the same ; for suppose we were
to abandon the works now in progress,
and did not carry them to completion,
then surely we would reappropriste the
amounts unexpended? Suppose we pass
a Bill here authorising the comstruction
of half-a-dozen railways, and to borrow
money for them, and suppose that in
the next year we were to think
that one of these railways was not
really necessary and might be delayed,
then, that work being suspended in the
meantime, it would become reasonable
and convenient for us not to complete
that work, but to reappropriate the money.
Will anyone say we should not then re-
appropriate the money to some other
work? That is what we are doing here.

Mr. Lzagp: You are not abandoning
the works from which you reappropriate.

Tee PREMIER: We are, at any rate,
postponing them.

Mp. Leagw: That is a different thing
from abandonment.

Tre PREMIER : If we take away money
from one work, that money cannot be ap-
plied to some other work without reap-
propriation.

Mr. Leakn: It is robbery.

Tre PREMIER : As to what robuery is,
the hon. member ought to know, being a
learned (Queen’s counsel ; andif he can
make himaelf believe that to reappropriate
by the same authority which made the
original approprietion, is wrong and is a
robbery, then I cannot follow his reason-
ing in the matter. Having some know-
ledpe of what is going on at the present
time, [ have no hesitation in saying that
these works must go on, and must be paid
for ; and it is better for the colony at the
present time that these works shall be
paid for where we have obligations, rather
than that we should put the wnole country
by the ears through our having to stop
these works. Thatis what this Bill really
means ; because, if the House rejects the
Bill, these works cannot go on, aa there ia
10 money to pay for them. My friend
opposite (Mr. Leake) would, no doubt,
find the money somehow ; but if the works
had to be carried out, he would have to
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pay for them, and he would not be in a
position to do s0. I have given this mat-
ter most careful consideration, and I sav
the only proper way for us to take is re-
appropriation. It will do no one any
The only persons who will have
any cause to complain are those who will
not get the works in particular districts
which they expected in 1896 to get, when
the original loan was passed. The people
of the colony generally have no cause to
complajn. If thereis a work at Fremantle,
or anywhere else, that will be postponed
by this reappropriation, the people there
may have some cause to grumble ; but the
Coolgardie water scheme will not ba
stopped in the slightest degree by the re.
appropriation of a portion of the money
voted originally appropriated to it. Hon
members know we have spent scarcely any
money out of the two and a half millions
which we were authorised to epend on that
work; and if we now take from it
£470,000 for a couple of years, that will
be no 1njury to the colony, and will not in
any way prevent the work from being car-
ried out. Anyone who refuses to pass
this measure, and advocates going into
a new authorisation, I should brand as
being somewhat reckless. I feel sure
hon. members generally will support me
in this matter. It is not for pleasure
that the reappropriation is proposed, and
1t is not because I desire to do it, but
because there is a necessity to de it ; and
therefore I ask hon. members to give me
their full support in the course I propose
to take. There iz no other course that
would be one-twentieth part as good as the
course I recommend the House to take.
I am glad that I was able to begin my
remarks this evening with the reassuring
news that our loan has now been. fully
subscribed—thanks, I feel sure, to those
who are looking after our affairs in the
old country ; and also with the good news
we have received to-day in regard to the
gold production of the colony. * I beg
io move the second reading.

Mg. LEAKE (Albany): It is certainly
not my intention to support the eecond
reading of this Bill. The Bill is, to my
mind, in no way justified, and for this rea-
gon. If, as the Premier tells us, these
works are matters of necessity, then he
is committed honestly and properly to
one course, namely, that of a new loan.
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He has noright to misappropriate moneys
in this way. It is only repeating the sin
of last session; for £395,000 went away
last session, and now we are asked to re-
appropriate £570,000—upwards of a mil-
lion of money taken from the present
loan authorisation; and, in the face of
our present position, the hon. member
does not tell us a word as to how this
money is to be repaid.  Last year it was,
“Oh, we will repay it some day or some-
how : we will pay it out of revenue.”

Hox. H. W. Vexx: We will pay it by a
future loan.

Mgr. LEAKE: But the Government did
not admit that last session, and they do
not admit it now. But I say that is the
only possible way in which we can repay
it.

Tre Premier : Do you want a new loan
aow?

Ma. LEARKE: You must have a new
loan. You have not the pluck to come
down and tell us your financial position.

-You know you are hopelessly in debt—
not from any fault of the colony, thank
goodnegs, but through your mistaken and
absolutely bad administration.

Tue Presmier: Give us some logic.

Mr. LEAEE: Never mind logic. |
will give you some physic. That is what
you want more than anything elee. I do
not feel quite up to the mark to-day, or
else I might say

The Premter: You might be more in-
sulting.

Mz. LEAKE: I do not care what I am,
when I am discussing the interests of the
country.

Tue Prexier : You might be courteous,

Mg. LEAKE : I have not said anything
discourteous yet. I have merely told you,
and T speak as a politician, that your ad-
ministration has been bad, and your
finance hopeless. It is owing to your
faults and your inability to anticipate or
to take warning, that the country is in its
present position. I say you took
£395,000 last year, and you are helping
yourself to £570,000 this year, and you
do not tell us how you are going to repay
the money. You led us to infer, last year,
that it would be paid out of revenue ; and
now you know perfectly well that the only
way in which this money can be refunded
is by a new loan; that is, unless you are
prepared to abandon—not to suspend, but
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to abandon—the
scheme.

Tue PrEMER: Oh, nonsense!

Mg. LEAEE: In these circumstances,
and only in these circumstances, are you
justified in coming down with thiz Reap-
propriation Bill. A Reappropriation Bill,
in finance, implies abandonment, un-
doubtedly ; or else anticipation of a future
loan. There is a clear committal of the
Treasury to the repayment of cne million
of money ; and can anyone in this House
say that our finances point to the possi-
bility of repaying that million of money
within the next two or three years out of
cevenue? It cannot be done. We know
perfectly well it must be done by a fresh
authorisation; and yet we are told this
afternoon that the reason the Premier
does not bring down a fresh Loan Bill is
that he does not intend to increase his
authorisation. Why, we cannot possibly
refund this money to those loan funds
without a fresh loan; and it is simply
pledging the country three or four years
shead to these works, which, mind you,
only passed the House on the understand-
ing that they were to be constructed out
of revenue—that is to say,the majority of
them. Take, for instance, the Menzies
cailway and the Greenhills railway.

Tre Premier: The Menzies railway was
never intended to be constructed out of
revenue.

Mg. LEAKE: But the Greenhills was ;
the Bunbury breakwater was; and these
jetties in your schedule were to be done
out of revenue. When we fought this
three years ago, and pointed out whnt
might possibly happen, we were called
croakers and traitors, and we were held
up to contempt by the Ministerial sup-
porters, who gaid we had no faith in the
coleny, and no faith in its revenue. But
we merely pointed out to the House that
it would mean a fresh loan at a future
time. We were pooh-poched. Now our
words have come true; and now hon.
members are asked to commit this House
and themselves to the same difficulties
which we pointed out, which they could
vot then possibly realise, but which, as a
matter of fact, have now been realised.

Tae PremMiBr: And you are delighted.

Mr. LEAKE: T am, to a certain ex-
tent, because nothing but a deficit could
kave saved this country at the present

Coolgardie  water
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moment ; nothing but a deficit could stop
the reckl8asness and extravagance of
those two-+gentlemen opposite—the Pre-

mier and the Commissioner of Railways. .

Mz. GeorgE: There are three extrava-
gani Ministers now.

Mr. LEAKEE: Oh, two gre enough for
me ; and we will take them one at a time.
I remember saying, when addressing the
House last session, that the best thing
we could do was to pray for a deficit. I
deo not know whether any hon, gentleman
has been exercising his faculties in that
direction, but we certainly have got a de-
fieit.

MR. GeoroE: I have corns on my knees
through it.

Mr. LEAKE: It is a pity you have not
goi them on your tongue. The right
hon. gentleman told us, and I was not
surprised to hear it, that he had felt some
difficulty with regard to finance, and that
hs was more or less depressed. Well, we
all realise that. However, I do not de-
rire at the present moment to say anv-
thiner about the Budpet, because I should
be anticipating some observations T am
ocing to make a few davs hence; but he
corgratulates himself this afterncon on
hir return of good luck.  Good luck, he
calle it, in petting off the halance of the
laan at the same rate at which the first
hait million. went off. ~ Well, it is not
exactly bad Tuck, but it is not much to
corgratulate ourselves unon. Then there
is the export of gold. Well, evervhody
is delighted to think that the export of
gold is being maintained,

Tre PreMEr: More than maintained.

Mr. LEARKE: Everybody in this
Hruse believes that the export of gold
will eontinue, and will not only continue
but will increase; and gmold is un-
doubtedly our great stend-by. If it were
not for that prospect, everyone would be
hepelessly depressed. But we had simi-
Inr advantages last vear, and vyet the
Ministrv overran the constable; and we
know that slthough the gold mines are
turning out very large quantities of metal,
yet there ig not the same “fringe” to the
gold-mining industry, there is not the ele-
ment of boom which there was before, that
the whole thing has settled down into what
we have long desired to see—into a good,
gettled, and permanent industry. We
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caunot expect those big increases in the
resenue either to recur or to continue.
The proposed reappropriation goes some
distance to cripple the Fremantle slip.

Tue Prexier: That is nearly finished.

Ma. LEAKE: T am referring to the
sl1r and dock, becouse they were both in
one boat, and were to be taken together,
if 1 remember rightly, in the old Bill.
You took, I forget how much, from that
volc last year.

Me. Hioran: £70,000.

Mr. LEAKE: And now you are taking
another big bite. It seems to me that
Fremantle will have to wait for its deck,
after all; and one of the greai advan-
tnges of the harbour works, one of the
great plums of the harbour works policy,
was the existence of this very dock, which
should attract large steamers coming
through the Suez Canal to Australia, It
wag to encourage them to call here for
repairs and for overhaul; and yet it is
quite possible now, unless we have a re-
currence of that phenomenal luck which
has preceded the Premier like a phantom
since 1890, that Fremantle will be minus
ity dock for ever. It will get its harbour
works, but the great desideratum of a
docl: will be wanting. Then there is a
further difficulty about the dredges and
barges.

Twe PrEMIBR : We have two dredges on
the road now, and as many barges as we
want,

Mr. LEAKE: Then there is abandon-
ment there—a surplus, I suppose; but
it would be far more honest if you ap-
plied that money to paying back your
old appropriations, instead of appropriat-
ing it for fresh works ; and there is plenty
of work for dredges and barges when we
congider the amount of harbour improve-
ments we are going in for.

Tre Preumier: We have plenty of
them. We have five or six dredges.

Mr. LEAKE: There is work for a
dredge at Albany at the present
moment ; and one of the Ministers pro-
mised the people of Albany that their
claim for further improvements would
he considered; but Albany unfortu-
nately iz represented in this House by
the leader of the Opposition.

A Mzeuser: That is a great pity.

Tre PremiEr: Albany gets its share,
ts I know.
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Mr. LEAKE: It is said we must have
this reappropriation. L supposeg, in
other words, they must find money, and
this is the easiest way to get temporary
accommodation ; but it is more than
that. It is, I fear, very bad finance.
No one can deny that. It is simply dis-
counting a long-dated bill; and if they
get this money to-day, they will have to
repay it some other time, because reap-
propriation, in the strict political sense,
is not justified, unless there has already
been an abandonment, which as it were
relensed the money which was formerly
appropriated for a definite and specific
work. What has necessitated this pre-
sent reappropriation? It is undoubtedly
the reckless extravagance of the Pre-
mier and the Commissioner of Railways.
1. ig these big works out of revenue, these
railways which have been under-esti-
mated—the Bunbury-Bridgetown rail-
way, for instance, which crept through
this House because it was “a railway to-
wards Bridgetown,” and was to cost
only £100,000; whereas, as & matter of
fact, the report of the Engineer-in-Chief
was in the Premier’s possession at the
time. and his recommendation, I think,
wns that it would cost at least £180,000;
and yet the Premier came down to this
House, humbugged the whole lot of us,
an?! managed to get in the thin edge of
hig wedge ; and now he has got it in, what
is he forced to do? He is forced to come
down and ask us to reappropriate moneys
from some other work, after reappro-
priating to that extent, The Govern-
ment bave also to meet claims for extras.

Tre CouwissioNer oF Rawwavs:-
Thar, is all included.

Mg. LEAKE: Do you know what they
are going to be? Do you mind telling us
the amount? This wonderful Govern-
ment can anticipate, but it cannot esti-
niate. The Government know they have
to spend something, but they do not know
how much. As long as they have a re-
venue flowing in which they cannot pos-
gibly stop, they think themselves rich
men, and begin to do afl sorts of things;
but not one word has been said as to the
rensons why this reappropriation must
hes made. I will tell the House why it is.
It is through the fault of the Premier and
the Commissioner of Railways, owing to
their wrong estimates and their bad finan-
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cing. There is no blame attaching to th
Governmment at all-—they are the creature
of circumstance, the victims of misplace:
They have been swindle
and defrauded by this, that, and the other
circumstances having occurred over whcl
they had no possible control ; and now i
sort of finaneial thunderbolt has come up
on ihem and burst them up.

Mg, ILuivaworrH: They are not burs
up yet.

Tr. LEAKE: Tt is absolutely owing &«
their folly that they find themselves i1
this position. They have incurred expen
diture they could pot meet; they haw
put their bands to too high a price on ¢
piece of paper, and now they are in thi
hands of the Jews. Unfortunately,althougl
they do not admit it, they have to borrow
to pay their debts. One of the conclud
ing observations of the Premier was bold
and, to a certain extent, amusing. H
asked how waa this new authorisation t¢
bo avoided ; and safter saying he woule
not consider for one moment a new Loar
Bill, and asserting that whoever advocate:
& new loan is reckless, can he answer whes
I tell him that his only possible way o
repaying this money is to do it by a nev
loan?

Trm CoumissioNer oF RatLwavs: A yea
or two hence.

Mz. LEAEE: It is a new loan, all the
same.

Mr. Inureworra: They will be more
reckless, perhaps, then.

Mr. LEAKLE: When the two years have
passed away, the present Premier and the
Commissioner of Railways will not be in
the House, and the unfortunate neople
who will then have to govern the colony
will be saddled with the responsibility of
raising & new loan.

Tre CoMMissioNER OF Ramwways: We
will all be qut, except you.

Mr. LEAEE: You will be afraid Lo
come back., That will be your trouble,

Tup Comuissiover oF Ramwwars: No
fear.

Mr. LEAKE: Yet the Premier says to-
day it is reckless to do what, two years
hence, must he a necessity.

Tre Previer: It may be different then.

Mz. LEAEKE: What are two years, or
20C years, in the life of a nation? It is
a paliry subterfuge, and I wonder the
tight hon. gentleman, with his exnerience
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and knowledge of men, matters, and
politics, oan think to hoodwink forty men
in an Assembly like this by such 2
measure as he now proposes. The sooner
we realise our true poaition, the better.
We know that we have to borrow an extra
million, over and above that which the
House has already authorised ; and, if so,
let us “face the music.” If the Premier
comes down and says, “We must have this
money,” we will reply, “Very well;
borrow it ; and to save the credit of the
country we will support you, and give you
a Loan Bill; but do not come down and
say it is reckless to borrow, when you are
forced into such a nosition that you must
do 50 two years hence.” The right hon.
gentleman may chuckle and laugh, but
the laugh is not a hearty one, I notice.
Over and above this million, you kaow
perfectly well, you will have another
£200,000 or £300,000 deficit staring you
in the face next year; and your only hope
of keeping up your creditis totake money
you have already authorised and reappro-
priate it, or rather misappropriate it. It
is misappropriation, if you do not show
how it is to be refunded, because you
must admit we cannot repay it out of
revenue. We could not pay out of revenue
the £390,000 we borrowed last year;
therefore, we cannot pay three times the
amount out of revenue, nor can we con-
gider that the circumstances justify a
fresh loan to do so. What can justify
this reappropriation except abandonment
of the Coolgardie water scheme? If
you can tell us honestly you have made
up your minds to abandon the scheme, 1
will support the Reappropriation Bill,
becauss under those circumstances it will
be justified ; or if you can show that any
portion of the works for which that loan
of £1,000,000 was authorised hag heen
abandoned, I am with you ; but you have
not done so. What you have shown is
that you have “overrun the constable.”
You have claims for extras on the Donny-
brook railway, on the Cue railway, on the
works upon goldfields, on the Niagara
dam, and so forth ; yet you say, “We will
reappropriate part of the money for the
Coolgardie water scheme.” How are you
going to repay it?

Tee PremEr: I told you.

Mr. LEAKE: What did you tell ua?
I cannot gather, but I will try to find
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out. You did not tell us you would pay
it from revenue, nor did you tell us that
you would pay it from loan, because you
said any new loan would be recklesa.

Tae Premibr: We said we would not
want it for two years, and if we wanted it
we would have to have a new loan

Mr. LEAKE: You know you will want
it. It iz what I call “humbugging the
House,” and it shows a lack of moral
courage on your part. You cannot face
your difficulties by coming down manfully
and saying te hon. members, “I know I
shall want a loan in two years’ time ;” but
vou say, “If I want it, I may ask for it,”
knowing full well that you cannot get
your money without it. It is idle, it is
nonsensze, to talk like this; and it is
flouting both Houses of Parlisment and
the constitution generally. I am sorry
I have not been able to throw a little fire
into this debate, because I feel very
strongly about it. .

Tue Premier: You are terribly in ear-
nest.

Mir. LEAEKE: T am; because what I
have told you is nothing but the truth,
and I know that what you have said from
the start is said with the purpose of ignor-
ing and cajoling the House.

Taz Premier: Very polite.

Mg. LEAKE: T canot tell whether it is
polite. I am not here te utter pretty
phrages, and I know you have lived
on. them for years past, but I can-
not overburden your soul with them
at the present time. I am giving
utterance "to political truths, and T
want the country to know what the facts
are, and to understand the financial posi-
tion. You have, I repeat, “overrun the
constable,” and you have no possible way
out of the difficulty except by borrowing
to pay your debts, the present proposal
being only & temporary measure which
enables you to pay by taking from work
that you say you have not abandomed.
You take from that work, and at the same
time admit that you have to repay some-
how or other. Why not be honest and
straightforward, and say you know the
country i3 committed to a loan? You
koow perfectly well that in two or three
vears, when you are not here and the
Government of that time hns to raise a
loan, the country, the public works, the
labour market, and so forth will not for
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the time being benefit a single penny, no
matter how successful that loan may be,
because it will not be for works to be pro-
ceeded with, but to pay for those already
authorised.

Tag Preumer: No.

Mr. LEAKE: That will cripple your
borrowing power, if you are still content
with a public loans policy.

Trg Premier : Not at all,

Mr. LEAEE: Explain it when you re-

ply.
The Premier : Certainly.
Mr. LEAEE: I have explained it as

well as T ecan, and for the reasons I have
stated I intend to oppose the passing o
the Bill.

Mgr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-

chison): All the arguments used by
the leader of the Opposition are
sound, but I do not feel, under our

present circumstances, it would be possible
to oppose the Reappropriation Bill success-
fully, Still, I think it only fair we should
look our position properly in the
face before we vote on the question. We
have qut at present £1,550,000 worth of
Treasury hills ; and these have to be pro-
vided for by loan. The Government have
authority, of course, to borrow; but the
bills are only shart-dated ones, and a sum
of £2,000,000 will have to be raised by
loan during the next two years.

THE PrEMIBR: Where do you get that
from? You should be careful.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: I am making
statements with proper care, and I make
no statements in this House but what I
can verify. The statement I made was that
two millions will require to be borrowed
within the next two years. We want
£550,000 for present barrowing purposes ;
there are £300.000 due in September,
1899 ; also £500.000 due in December.
1899 ; also £250,000 due in June, 1900 ;
alan £250.000 due in June, 1901;
£100.000 due in September, 1901 ; also
£50.000 due n October, 1901 ; also
£50.000 due in November, 1901 : also
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sums makine £1,550.000. Then add the
£550,000 which the Government propose
to reapvropriate, and we thus have prac-
tically to face within the next two vears
twn millions of loan. I do not want to
say it adversely to the Government or
adversely to the present proposal, but we
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must look our position fairly and squarely
in the face,  All financiers with whom
wo are likely to do busineas are fully ac-
quainted with the fact that we have these
bills out, and we must borrow to recoup,
and the financiers nlso know that, when
we paes this Reappropriation Bill, we com-
mit ourselves to a further borrowing of
£550,000. So that two millions, prac-
tically, will have to be raised within twe
years, and raised onwards from Septem-
bernext. We are asked to reappropriate
these moneys now, but the Premier knows
well that this system of reappropriation
is justifiable only when there is an aban-
donment of works or a surplus on works
that have been completed. In the case
of the Murchisen Railway, this reappro-
priation is perfectly justifiable and in ac-
cordance with practice. A particular
aum was voted for that work, and the
railway has been built for less than the
estimate and less than the amount voted.
We agsume there is a surplus, and to re-
appropriate that surplus iz an act within
the powers of this House and in accord-
ance with practice. If the Government
say, “We do not intend tv spend on
the Coolgardie waterworks scheme dur-
ing the next three years more than
£1,500,000, instead of £2,500,000 which
have been nuthorised ;” and if thev will
sar they intend to cut the expenditure
down to £1,500,000 and desire to reap-
propriate the other million, then they
abandon the expenditure of that million,
and it will be in accordance with the ordi-
nery practice of Parliament to reapprovri-
ate that million for other purposes. But
only under those two conditions isreap-
propriation a legal and constitutional
course. If there iz an excess, if thereis
a surplus over the expenditure, of course
the sum in excess can be reappropriated.
If there is to be an ebandonment of any
portion of money voted for public works,
then it is within our powers to reappro-
priate that excess. But, with all defer-
ence to the opinion of the Pre-
mier, I say that—and T think all who

‘ judge our financial position will sav the

same—uwe are practically committine, not
thie Parliament but a future Parlinment.
to an oblication : because the rums of
money which it is now proposed to raise
will have to be recoured beyond the life
of this Parliament, and we are practically
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committing a future Parliament to a loan
policy, although possibly the mandate of
the country may be against the loan
policy. In what position do we place the
country in such a case? Parliament hag
entered inte obligations in regard to the
Coclgardie water scheme ; and if we com-
mit ourselves to obligations in excess of
the money voted for that work, we neces-
parily commit a future Parliament
to that extent ; and that expenditure must
come out of revenue or must come out of
another loan. It is not fair, and is cer-
tainly not constitutionally right, that such
a proceeding should take place; and,
whatever may be the circumstances which
niay call for this House voting for this Re-
apj.ropriation Bill, it must be voted with
the recognition of the fact that the posi-
tion is extraordinary, unusual, and not to
be made into a precedent. Let us sup-
pose that we decide on a publie worlk, the
Coclgardie water scheme for instance, and
suppose that when the next Parliament
meets it decides against that work going
on, then we shall be in the position of
trustees who are required to hand back
sums of money which were voted for a
specific work, and which we shall have
gpent. If we were to de that in our pri-
vate businesses; what would it be called?
If we took certain sums of money that
were put in our hands in trust—and we in
thiz House are only trustees for the public
—and if we were given that money to ex-
pand for specific purposes, then the Gov-
ernment, who are boasting that they
have the people behind them and have an
immense majority to carry the Coolgar-
die water scheme forward, may find them-
selves in this difficulty, that the people
may then say, by their mandate, that the
scheme shall not go forward. Yet we
ahall have spent the money voted for the
specific purpose, and we shall have spent
it on some entirely different purpose. It
seems to me that, for the most part, the
works enumerated in thig Bill will have to
he carried out. It is unfortunate that we
ore in this position. I practically agree
with the Premier that it would be most
unwise to suggest, at this stage, any
further loan authorisation; that it would
be absolutely a mistake. It is alse
utterly out of the question that we shauld
debit these works to ordinary revenue,

anl create a deficiency at the end of the i too rapidly.
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| year; although there will, I anticipate, be

a sufficient deficiency, which I can deal
with on another occasion. I ask the House
to consider whether we have not defin-
itely led the people of this country, and
more particularly the people of Great Dri-
tain from whom we are proposing to bor-
row this money, to belicve that we are
going on more cautiously than hitherto
in connection with the Coolgardie water
scheme. I have a letter here, received
only yesterday fromm a gentleman of
this country, who is =a strong ad-
mirer of the Premier, and has
strongly supnorted the Government in
their Coolgardie water scheme. Writing
from London, he says: “Nothing can be
done in business properties in Western
Australia just yet. First the holidays,
gecond the general depreasion in the min-
ing market, and third want of credit in
the colony as evinced in the recent loan.”
He goes on to say: “Surely it is time the
Government woke up to the necessity of
encouraging private enterprise to carry
out gome of these works, notably the Cool-
gardie water works.” [ have not voted
for nor have I advocated private enter-
prise, as & general rule, in connection
with great public works in this celony ;
but I say that we, who are n mere hand-
ful of people, cannot carry out all the
works this country requires, and it is in
my cpinion a big mistake that we have
been endeavouring to do it. As I pointed
cut 12 months ago, this country was
spending £1,300,000 out of her revenue,
besides a surplus in hand, on public
works ; and I say this rate of expenditure
is extravagant, and that the country can-
not sustain it. Supposing all the works
were well and cheaply done, and that
they were necessary, yet there are some
things we cannot atand, and as a people
we cannot carry out all these works in a
short time. I rejoice greatly in the re-
port which the Premier has given us in
connection with the gold returns; hut
I do say the Government have been dis.
counting the gold returns, and I would
ask the Premier to notice this fact, that
in 1851 to 1853, in Victoria, the amount
of gold raised was over £40,000,000 in
value, when the population was 223,000
and the national debt was only £803,000.
We in thia colony may discount our future
The future is grand, but we



1410 Reappropriation Bill :

must pot anticinate and waste it fool-
ishly. We must not go on living in a
fool’s paradise, and imagine that because
there is prosperity ahead, therefore we
can spend lavishly now. The people
must learn to have patience in connec-
tion with the carrying out of public
works ; and the Government should boldly
say that, whatever the Coolgardie water-
works may cost, this Parliament will
commit itself to no larger sum thap
one and a half millions for expenditure
on that work, and therefors we will re-
appropriate {o other purposes the million
of money which has heen voted for the
Coolgardie water scheme. I do not
know what other members think, but I
notice that the Government have called
for tenders for the construction of pipes
in coanection with the Coolgardie water
scheme. I say that in our present finan-
cial position, it would be the maddest
possible thing for the Government to ac-
cept any tender for those pipes; and I
hope and trust that, whatever mad thing
they do, they will not commit the
country to the acceptance of any tenders
for those pipes, until they have a clear
conception of how they are going to raise
the money. Let us have no more Trea-
sury bonds placed on the market; no
more appeals to the AM.P. Society; no
more financing of that sort; hut let us
wait patiently, and finish those works
which are in hand. T say it will be a
great blunder for the Government to ac-
cept tenders for the construction of those
pipes, and I take this opportunity, the
first which has occurred in this House,
to enter my protest against any tender
being accepted until the finances of the
colony are placed in a better pesition.

Mr. A. Formmsr: What is the matter
with our finances?

Mr. Leage: You have got to borrow to
pay your debts.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: There iz a
commercial man, the member for West
Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest), who does not
know what is the condition of our
finances. When you have an expendi-
ture greater than your revenue, what is
the use of your talking of your financial
position? Your expenditure for the
next month will be greater than your
revenue, and your deficiency at the end
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of the financial year will be greater than
you anticipate.

Top PREMIER:
nomical,

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : There are gome
kinds of economy which you may not be
able to carry out. 1Isee no course open
for uz but for this money to be reappro-
priated and for this Bill to pass; but,
in expressing that opinion, I do hope
the passing of the Bill will be with the
understanding that the Government wilt
not conunit us to any expenditure in
connection with the Coolgardie water
scheme until they have proper authority
from this House for the remaining por-
tion of the money, and that they will
limit their present expenditure in con-
nection with that work. There are
some details I would like to speak upon
in committee, but I say now that I shall
sternly oppose any expenditure on a
survey for the proposed railway from
Menzies to Mount Leonora, and on the
proposed railway from Coolgardie to
Norseman ; and I say this not in regard
to the question of railway policy. 1
shall equally oppose the survey of a rail-
way from Coolgardie to Norseman, and
for the reason that we have no right to
build up hopes and expectations of rail-
ways, when we have no reasonsble pros-
peet of fulfilling those hopes. I say we
have no reasonable prospects of buildine
these railways.

TreE PREMIER :
now.

Ms. ILLINGWORTH: I am myself.
I say we have no reasonable prospect of
building these railways; and, because
we have no reasonable prospect, we shall
de these districts a gross injustice if we
allow the surveys to go through, and
lead the people to expect they are going
to get their railways, when we are not in
& position to build them. Look at Es
perance, where people have been expect-
ing a railway for years: what has the
effect bheen there? People have been
injured, some people have been ruined,
gimply by an implied promise from the
Government ; and now we are to do the
same thing in other districts—we are to
put upon the Estimates & survey, when
we know that we cannot build the line.
Everybody knows that the survey of a
railway is practically a conditional prom-

We intend to be eco-

You are not yourself
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so of its comstruction. I am mnot prepar-
«d to vote for the construction of these
ailways, nnd I am not prepared to vote
or the surveyz; and I hope that,
thatever the Government do, they
vill allow these surveys to be struck off
shis schedule, becanse it is unfair to the
seople and unfair to this country to vote
noncy for such a purpose. It is creating
v prospective liability, and leading the
»eople to suppose that these railweys
vill be built; and I do hope the Govern-
nent, will not raise expectations they
iave no reasonable prospect of gratify-
ng. [ admit that the arguments used
)y the leader of the Opposition are all
jound arguments, yet the condition in
vhich we are, the exigencies of the case.
eemi  to me to point to the fact that
‘hese works cannot be stayed ; and I can-
10t gee any way, satisfactory or other-
vise, of raising the money. For that
eason, and that reagon alone, under pro-
eat and strongly urging the Government
2 limit the expeaditure in connection with
he Coolgardie water scheme, I will sup-
rart this Bill.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
est): I should like to say that the mem-
er for Central Murchison (Mr. Illing-
rorth), at any rate, seems to have grasped
he situation, and I am very much ob-
iged for the remarks he has made.
ithough I do not agree with all of them,
4ill, generally, I think he may fairly be
aid to take the same view as I take with
regard to this matter. In regard to
ledging the colony not to spend more
hat 14 millions on the Coolgardie water
cheme, I see no necessity to do that.
¥e will do our best to carry out that
cheme as economically as possible, and

think it will be a long while yet before
e will expend the £2,030,000 already
wailable. I think there is every reason
o hope that the water will be in Kal-
oorlie before we require to ask this
Iouse for more funds; and, that being so,

cannot see what there is to fear, though

ve may have to ask in two years' time
r so for a little more money for that great
vork. In any case, we do not want it
tOW.

Mg. ILuvawortH: Why not write it
i

Tre PREMIER : We are writing it off.
Ne are going to make that amount
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£2,030,000. The Government cannot spend
a single sixpence more than £2,030,000
without the authority of this House.
That is exactly what the hon. member
hag asked us to do—to make it quite clear
that the Government have no authority
to spend more than that sum on the Cool-
gardie water scheme without a fresh au-
thorisation. It seems to me that is the
only course open to us at the present
time ; and as for the remarks of the
member for Albany as to stealing money
from one work to comstruct another, I
would reply that many of these other
works from which we are reappropriating
will not require the money. Take the
item of dredges and barges from which
we are taking away £25000. We do not
need to repay thai. We appropriated
more than we wanted originally for
dredges and barges. We have two
dredges and several barges now which are
just being finished, and almost on their
way to the colony. That will give us
five dredges and a number of barges.
When the Fremantle harbour works are
finished, what are we to do with these
dredges? T think five dredges are sufti-
cient for all our purposes. We may have
to sell some of them when the work is
completed. Take, again, the Fremantle
dock and slip. We are not able to go on
with those works at the present time;
in fact, if we had the money available,
we could not commence the work for n
year or two, for the dredging 1s not far
encugh advanced.

Mg. Higuan: You could start in ad-
vance of the dredging.

Tre PREMIER: No; we could do
nothing of the sort. The hon. member
(Mr. Leake) tried to get a little support
from Fremantle by alluding to this re-
appropriation ; but Fremantle has never
had such a good friend in him as it has
in me, nor is it hkely to have. We have
taken nothing from the Fremantle dock
and slip that we have not given back
again. We are taking £35,000 from the
dock and slip with a view of giving to
Fremantle £128,000 for harbour works;
8o the hon. member's endeavour to alie-
nate the support of the Fremantle mem-
bers is not likely to be successful. Then
there is the item, “Water supply for
towns, £25,000.” We can do without
that sum, as we have £68,000 for the
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purpose. Some of it has been spent—a
good deal at Fremantle, in giving a
water supply there, and the sum men-
tioned can be taken from that vote, for
the present. If more money is required
for the water supply of towns, we will
have to obtain it either from loans or
from revenue; but there is no necessity
to repay the £25,000. The same remark
applies to the Geraldton-Murchison gold-
fields railway. With regard io the Cool-
gardie water scheme. I have already ex-
plained that the authorisation will be
limited to £2,030,000. I do not mean
to say that sum will cover all the reticu-
lation necessary. That will cost a great
deal more ; but this amount will take the
water into Kalgoorlie ; and, if that is the
case, it will be a long time before we will
have to borrow more money, and if we
do reappropriate, it will not be in the
shape of a repayment, but will be a new
loan. As I said, we want this Bill, and
we canoot do without it. The member
for Albany twits me with this and that,
but he does not tell us what he would
do in the circumstances. All he says is
that he would go in for a new authorisa-
tion. I consider that would he reckless
finance, and would bring discredit on
the country.

Mrk. Leakn: You pledged the credit of
the country long ago.

Tee PREMIER: 1 do not want to
wrangle with the hon. member. I have
no wish to be as rude to him as he is to
me. Anyone would think I was here
simply to be insulted. I demand from the
hon. member the greatest courtesy. If he
did not know any better, I would forgive
him ; but he does know better, and the
observations he haz made are unworthy of
him. I do not eare for his threats. If
he can turn me out of this seat, let him
do it, and I shall wish him joy of it

Mg. Leagke: What have 1 said?

Tre PREMIER : I am trying to do my
duty ; that is all, sand I expect courtesy
from you.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): Without
wasting the time of the House, I wish to
emphasise the few remarks I think it ne-
cessary to make. This principle of reap-
propriation does not sound right. It is
very repugnant to any man connected
with eommercial pursuits; and especially
does it create in me a feeling of unrest
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when I notice some of the items in the
schedule. It is not a question of tlinging
mud at the Premier or even at the Com
mijssioner of Railways.  We know that fo
a large proportion of the extravaganc
charged against their depariments thos
Miniaters are not directly responsible
They may be politically responsible, bu
thev are not responsible as a mw
would be who was manager of
private concern, and had to see that work
were carried out with due economy. 1
15 more with the idea of attracting the at
testion of those two Ministers to certan
items in the schedule, than with any ide
of casting blame upon them, that
speak. There is the item, * Aeghbw
ton jetty, £7,600." I am told tha
i regarded by the people o
the Ashburton as an absolute waste. 1
is the same with regard to Wyndham
the people there have been almost stag
gered to know why the money was spen
on that Jetty.

Mr. A. ForresT: Who says sof?

Mr. GEORGE : If the member for th
Ashburton (Hon. 5. Burt) were here,
would ask bim to give us some informs
tion on this point, and I believe he coul
make some startling revelations to th
Houge. This is not a question of slingin
mud at Ministers ; but the fact is that th
money of the country has not been wisel
and jusily expended. With regard ¢
this reappropriation, if the money mus
be had for the credit of the country, I ar
prepared to vote for it. T do not like i
but the credit of the country is the firs
thing that appeals to me; and I believ
thas  although the Government ar
pledged to the Cooleardie wate
scheme, atill if they could see thei
wny to come hbefore the House an
sav  thnt, in the altered state ¢
the finances of the country, it ws
well to defer that scheme, a great majorit
of hon. members would be well satisfiec
and T am certain a great majority of th
people of the country would be satisfiec
If it had not been a question of turnin
the Ministry out, I would have vote
azainst that Coolrardie water scheme
bhut I voted for it because T saw that m
so doing was apother way of saying ths
we must keep the present Ministry i
power, and must give them a chance ¢
putting the affairs of the country on
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golid basis. If I could have seen at the
time any gentleman in this House who
would have been capable of taking the
reins of power, I might have voted dif-
ferently ; and | do not know whether it
would not have been a great relief to the
present Premier to have vacated the posi-
tion.

Mr. A. Forrpsr: Why not have taken
it yourseli?

Mr. GEORGE : Because I am not fitted
for it. Whatever my faults may be, I
know the sort of job I can fill, and I stick
to it

Mr. Woop: What is that?

Mr. GEORGE: Not “barracking” for
the member for Weat Perth. I leave it
to others to assumne responasibilities which
they are unable to discharge. I presume
that, although we vote for the second
reading of this Bill, we shall be able to
discuss these items when it goes into
Committee ; and, on the asgurance of the
Premier that it is absolutely necessary,
to save the credit of the country, that
this reappropriation shoukl he effected, I
aum prepared to vote for it; and that is
the sole comsideration that weighs with
me.

Mr. HOLMES (East Fremantle): |
have always looked upon this policy of
reappropriation with suspicion, fearing
that it would have some sericus results.
Dealing with the schedule now before us,
I am even more firmly convinced on this
point.  Yet, unfortunately, 1 see from
the Bill before the House that there is
practically nething elsé for us to do but
to pass some of the items, at all events,
in order to get the country out of diffi-
culties.  When the Reappropriation Bill
wag "before the House last year, and on
other occasions, hon. members have al-
lowed the Government te reappropriate
funds from other nuthorisations; and the
Gevernment find themselves now in this
position, that they cannot conduct the
affairs of the country without further re-
appropriations.  Realising what the re-
sults of blocking this Bill would be, there
is really no course open to me but to sup-
port the second reading.  On no account
will I be one to sanction the reappropria-
tion of money for works that are not now
in hand. If it is necessary to reappro-
priate for works that have already been
completed. and works that must be paid

[1 SeprEMBER, 1808.]

Second reading. 1413

for, there is nothing else for us to do but
to allow the reappropriation ; but to allow

. funds to be reappropriated for the survey
+ of o railway fram Coolgardie to Norsewan,

. less than supporting a wild schewe.

or from Menzies to Mount Leonora, or
even for the construction of railway works
at Midland Junction, would be nothing
Une
proposal is to reappropriate £35,000
from the dock and slip at Fremantle, and
it is also proposed to expend £30,000 as
a first instalment oo railway workshops
at Midland Junction. The Director of
Works told us yesterday it was estimated
that this work when completed would
cost £180,0000 We have also had
brought before us during the last few days
the fact that the men engaged in tho
works at Fremantle have been called up
and told that they will have to be con-
tented with five days’ work and five days’
pay a week.  Yet in the face of this we
are asked to reappropriate £30,000 to
build a workshop at Midland Junction,
whilst men engaged in the railway work-
shops have practically nothing to do.
When the Reappropriation Bill was be-
fore the House last year it was proposed
to take £70,000 from the Fremantle dock
and slip, and the right hon. gentleman
stated that the power that took away
could give. He also averred that the
money would be returned probably out of
revenue, but perhaps out of loan. Now,
12 months later, we find there iz no sug-
gestion ab all about returning it, but there
is a further proposal to take away
£35,000 more. The same day the Direc-
tor of Public Works said that the money
would not be required then for the Fre-
mantle dock and slip, and when it was
required at a later date it would be ob-
tained from somewhere. Perhapa it
would be interesting to know where that
somewhere is.  In the absence of this in-
formation, I must at all events say that
I will oppose the items that I have re-
ferred to, namely, the survey of the rail-
way from Coolgardie to Norseman, and
of the railway from Menzies to Mount
Leonora. I believe if the Government
spoke their real mind they would admit
that, aven if they were granted the money,
they would not entertain the slightest idea
of carrying out the survey from Menzies
to Mount Leonora within the next two
or three yenrs, at any rate. T must sup-
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port the second reading, but I will oppose
those items when they come up for fur-
ther consideration.

Mr. KINGSMILL (Pilbarra): 1 listened
with great interest and a large measure
of approval to the speech of the member
for Central Murchison, who has practi-
cally voiced the feelings of most members
of this Houge. The country is to & large
extent committed to, I will not say all
the works, but most of the works which
appear on this loan scheduls, and I see
no way of their being carried out except
that proposed by the Premier. I would
like to have asked the Premier to what
extent the loan expenditure is likely to
proceed in the future. 1 canmnot alto-
gether agree with the member for Albany
that it would be right to oppose the re-
appropriation at the present time. In my
opinion, financial affairs are now possibly
at their worst, and they will be better
two years hence. The most advantage-
ous course open to ue is that which the
Premier intends to pursue. There are
one or two items that I cannot see my
way clear to support when the Bill gets
into Committee. I cannot see any legiti-
mate reagon for a railway survey from
Menzies to Mount Leonora, and from
Coolgardie to Norseman. My own ex-
perience in the district which I have the
honour to represent is totally against sur-
vey. We have had a survey for four
years, and I fear that when the railway
comes to be built to the Pilbarra gold-
fields, as I hope it will in a year or two,
when times are better, the route will have
to be practically resurveyed, because in
my opinion there will be considerable
difficulty in picking up the old pegs. I
took a preat deal of notice of the words
of the Premier in the Budget speech.
The right hon. gentleman said we might
well cease from borrowing ; and when he
said that, he voiced the opinions of most
members of this House.  He also referred
to the indebtedness of the colony on the
capitation system. TUnfortunately we
have evidence that during the last few
months the indebtedness per head of the
population has increased day by day;
not because we are borrowing more, but,
unfortunately, because our population 1s
. leaving us, though I do not say that I
regard this as altogether an unmixed evil.
Every man who stops in this country with
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nothing to do and no money to spent
must become a drag upon the community
and the best thing he can do, net only
for himself but for the country, is to leaw
it, for the present at all events. We ma)
depend upon it that when the country s
in a fit and proper state to aflord that
man employment, he will be willing anc
ready to come back, or, if he does not d¢
80, other people will come in his place
While not assenting altogether to ever)
provigion of the Bill, I see no way out o
the difficulty we are in except that of sup
perting the second reading.

Mg, CONOLLY (Dundas): Although tc
th: minds of all members of this House
or to many of them, this reappropriatioz
may not present a welcome aspect of the
finances of the colony, still most of those
who look into the question will fully rea
lise, with some regret, that the course
proposed is practically the only means of
meeting the somewhat diflicult position iz
which the Government at present find
themselves. The position may not he z
pleaging one, but the plan proposed i
practically the only one which cxists fo
overcoming the difficulty. In regard t«
the address of the member for Albany
(Mr. Leake) on the tinancial condition o
the colony, whilst I do not agree with hir
throughout, I realise that there was muct
in his speech which has an important
bearing, not only on the present financia
condition of the colony, hut the future
Although the view he takes relative to 2
fresh authorisation may not meet with the
approval of members, I think it behove:
the Government to be most prudent ir
thz manner in which this money is epent
and be more careful than hitherto in re
ference to works to which they commit the
country. It is practically impossible for
me to understand how the Government
could commit the country to the large
and I might say enormous, expenditurc
oa public works which they have beer
carrying on for four years, with n populs
tion of 170,000. I cannot see how they
could possible expect either to raise the
revenue from these people or to go intc
the financial market and raise a loan. |
do not think the colony of Western Aus
tralia has anything whatever to complair
of with reference to the London market
Indeed the mere fact that a colony sc
yeung, and with such a small population,
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a population practically of very short
standing as compared with the other colo-
nies, and I might almost say a
visiting population to a large extent,
has pone to the London market and
raiged money on the same advan-
tageous termns as the sister colonies
with five times the population, and
n settled population, is evidence not
only of the appreciation those who lend
wmoney have of the resources of Western
Australia, but also of the faith they place
io the colony ; for not only have we raised
tkis money, but we have done so at 3 per
per cent., which is a matter that the
pecple of Western Australia. may congra-
tulate themselves upon. Members wust
censider whether this colony will be sble
t» continue raising money at 3 per cent.
1 think we really have no right to expect
to be able to raise money on bhe sam
turius oy the gister eolomes. What I wish
to reiterate is that the Governm-ur of
which the Premier is the head enwr
hope to continue this gigantic jilicy of
pt.blic works, invelving this enormous ex-
penditure, with such a small population.
The only thing that surprises me, and I
believe most thinking men, is that they
have been able to carry out works they
have already accomplished. Some of the
werks may not have been of such urgency
as te justify their being carried out; but
taking the public works policy of the Gov-
ernment as a whole, it is 2 matter of as-
tonishment that so much has been done.

At 6.30 p.m. the Sreaxgr left the chair.
At 7.30 the SpRARER resumed the chair.

Mr. CONOLLY (resuming): 1 was
speaking with reference to the great ex-
tent of the public works which have been
carried out in the colony, and compar-
ing them with the very small population.
Referring now to the reappropriation,
which I presume will take the place of
the Loan Estimates for this year, what I
fear, and what many other members fear
1—

Tas PaeMiEr: Not take the place of
the Loan Estimabes. They will come
down as soon as this Bill is passed.

Mr. CONOLLY: It appears to me
that the gresat fear which many persons
entertain is that we have “overrun the con-
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stable,” not only in having & deficit upon
last year’s Estimates, but that we may
“gverrun the constable” in our borrowing
policy. That is a fear which many peo-
ple have entertained, and the recent deve-
lopments in this colony have in some
degree given colowr to i, because as we
all know the financial credit of a colony
is based, in no small degree, on its popu-
lation, and our loan policy has heen
based on the increase in the population
which we have experienced during the last
thres or four years, and which we an-
ticipated would go on some considerable
time longer. It is all very well for
us to say we will look to the pre-
sent and let the future look after
itself, for that is really what the Govern-
ment have been doing. I think, with all
due deference to the Premier, that this is
what he was doing when he brought down
the Governor’s Speech at the beginning
of the eession; for he prepared that
gpeech by looking at the present, and
left out of consideration the future. One
consequence now ig the ahnost complete
repudiation of the principal public works
which were promised in that apeech. It
behoves everyone to look well into the
future, and to gauge, as far as possible,
what it has in astore for this colony.
Looking at it in a maiter-of-fact way,
sweeping away entirely the veil of hope
and anticipation under which we have
been living for the lnst three or four
years, and looking at things practically,
we shall find that this is a time to cool
off and take things very steadily. Our
population does not show those signs of
increase which we ankicipated; and in
the second place the financial market in
London on which we depend so much, and
or which we base our financial arrange-
ments in no small degree, is not in so
favourable a condition as we anticipated
it would be in regard to this colony.
The result is that suddenly, without any
real warning, the Government have had
to adopt a policy of extreme retrench-
ment.

Tee Premmr: Not extreme.

Mr. CONOLLY: For the sake of this
colony, I should not like to see it more
extreme, for the shock has been enough
in itself, without our wishing for any
more ; and I would like to point out to
the Premier that, by reducing the num-
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ber of men who have been engaged in car-
rying out public works——

Tee CoumisstonEr  oF Rarnwarvs:
We are not reducing further than that
the men go off in the ordinary course, as
the works get finished.

Mr. CONOLLY: I do not think there
is any reason to discuss the matter, for
we know and the Government have told
us—I do not think they desire to con-
ceal the fact—that they have entered
into a policy of extreme retrenchment by
retrenching in every possible way. [
consider they are acting wisely in doing
50 ; but they have allowed this to go on
and accumulate, until the shock has be-
come 50 great that the whole colony is
affected in its commerce and trade. It
is not only men who are dismissed from
the Government employment, for that is
the direct effect, and I ngree with the
Commissioner of Railway that possibly
the Government bave not thrown many
mer out of employment ; but the indirect
effect is that the commercial people and
the other persons who are affected by
this policy are adding to it by throwing
other men out of employment, and so it
is the accumulated result which we are

feeling.
Tne Premipr: Two or three hundred
men. How can that affect the whole

commerce of the country?

Mr. CONOLLY : That is the direct re-
sult of the Government action, but in-
directly the commercial houses were af-
fected by the Government policy, by
throwing other men out of employment,
and in that way the whole trade of the
colony is affected. With reference to the
survey of these railway routes, one of
them affects me and affects my district
to a great extent. In the Governor’s
Speech, it was stated that a railway would
be constructed from Coolgardie to Norse-
man, and we have all been led to expect
this work would go forward; but we find
the effect of thia policy of looking to the
present and letting the future take care
of itself has brought about a rejection of
that policy of railway construction, and
we are now to have a survey instead.

Mg. Vosper: That is no good to you.

Mz, CONOLLY: I can also reiterate
the statement of my friend the member
for Pilbarra (Mr. Kingsmill), and I am
sorry the Premier spoke before I had an
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opportunity of doing s0; because, allow-

; ing these surveys are carried out this year,
does the Premier think his Government

will be in a position to follow out that
promise by constructing a line next year?
Does he anticipate that the natural con-
dition of this colony will permit him o
carry out the construction next year?

THe Peresier: I hope so. It depends
upon the coudition of the colony. I can-
not see a year ahead.

MR. CONOLLY : No. That is just what
[ regret so much ; and, with all due defer-
ence to the right hon. gentleman, he has
not seen ahead, ag a gentleman filling his
responsible position might reasonably
have been expected to do—he has not
seen ahead, and the result is that all this
has come upon the coleny as an actumu-
lated shock. Instead of adopting this
policy gradually, and carrying it cut in
such n manner as would enable tais colony
to have experienced it without serious
results, it has come in one solid shock. 1
should like to say, alse, that athough it
has come as o shock, yet I think the Gov-
ernment have acted rightly, even at the
cost of this shock, by bringing this re-
trenchment about. With reference to
these surveys, I think there is a great deal
in what hon. members have said. The
survey of a line, I think the Premier win
agree, is a very fair and reasonable indi-
cation to the people of a district that the
line will he constructed at no very distoni
date. From what I can see of the finan
cial position of the colony at the oresent
moment, the Premier has not the least
possible chance of finding himself in a
position, towards the end of the year, to
do this. I do not think he will have the
money to doit. I can only say, with the
Premier, that I hope the money will Le
there ; but I think that is the best anyone
can say at the present moment. I have
very great pleasure in supporting this Re-
appropriation Bill ; not because I approve
of the measure, but because I think that,
in the present financial condition of the
colony, it is really the only way to carrv
out the obligations to which the Govern-
ment have committed the country.

Mr. InuixoworrH : It is making the best
of a bad jab.

Mg. SOLOMON (South Fremantle}: In
dealing with this question of reappropria-
tion, we have to consider the atate of the
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country. I am adverse to reappropriation

on prineiple, and think it should not be )
resorted to except as an extreme measure.

[ fully concur with what has been said |
by the member for Central Murchison
(siv. Illingworth), and with the wny he |
pui the whole cage before the House. |
It is evident that we have gone ahend too
fast year after year, with the result we
now see. Time after time it was pointed
out that such must be the result, and yet
the system of borrowing was persisted in.
Censequently, the time has arrived when
w2 have to retrench in all directions,
take it, however, that every member in
this House, though some may have dis-
approved of what was being done, has,
nevertheless, been a party to placing the
colony in its present position. I will not
say they are all equally culpable, but they
are blameworthy to a great extent for
passing such measures as have been
brought in. Now we find il necessary to
retrench ; and it is to be deplored that the
retrenchment was not commenced in the
early part of the year, instead of being
left to the present time, when it is
creating so much misery. It is all very
well for the Commissioner of Railways
(Hon. F. H. Piesse), who lives in the
metropolis of the colony, to say that no
ill effects have followed from what has
been done in the way of retrenchment ;
but I can assure him that in Fremantle,
and I believe it is so throughout the
colony, this sudden retrenchment has
created serious misery all round. I think
the colony is to be congratulated, so far,
on the balance of the loan having been
floated. 1 am afraid it will be some time
before we feel any good effects from ir;
but it will be reassuring to the publie, by
showing them that our credit is not alto-
gether gone, and that foreign capitalists
still view our position with satisfaction, or
they would not have given us the re-
mainder of the loan, as announced by
cable to-day. For the sake of the future
of the colony, we are called upon to be
very careful in what we do; and I think
it would be suicidal to promise in any
way, even in the most indirect manner,
to construct the works that have been
passed by this House, and mare especially
to reappropriate money from votes which
have been passed for works already in
course of construction, so as to commuc
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the colony to new works to be undertaken
in the future. [ fully concur with what
has been said on that peint. .ne hon.
member wha spoke on this subject is ip-
terested in the distvict where it is pro-
posed to spend money for raitway pur-
poses; yet he has not expressed himself
in favour of the proposal, but has come
forward and pointed out the danger to the
Government in what they are doing : that
they are promising what they will scarcely
be able to fulfll, unless something extra-
ordinary occurs. When an hon. member
speaks in that way in regard to a pro-
posal to spend money in his district, it
shows how serious the matter is. There
are one or two items in this Bill which T
am fully bound to vote against, when in
Committee. I think it was shown last
night, by the answer to a question which
T nasked the Commissioner of Railways,
that very little has been done nt Midland
Junction in connegtion with the railway
workshops, It must be some four or five
years since their construetion was author-
ised, after o keen discussion; and one
would have thought the works would
have been hurried on, and that by this
time they would be nearing completion.
But how much has been spent on them?
£30,000.

MR. GeoRrGE: Money wasted.

Mr. SOLOMON: And what can we
assume from this, but that although
it was originally maintained by the
Government and other members that
the Midland Junction site was far
superior to that of Fremantle, they
have found that the site is not so
good as they anticipated, and conse-
quently the money has not been expended,
nur do I think it will be. As regards the
two items for surveys, we should be doing
a great injustice by passing them. It is
not the amounts I cavil ot, as they might
be taken out of the general revenue with-
out being felt ; but it is the principle of
voting money from works which have been
nlready passed by this House, and which
tre now being proceeded with, that I sh-
jert to. I will support the second read-
ing of this Bill, because I think it neces-
sary in the present circumstances that we
should assist the Government te som: ox-
tent, and 1 shall not. be one, in a matter of
th's kind, to make things worse for them
than they really are.
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Mr. KENNY (North Murchison): T
tLink I cennot do better than endorse che
abie speech of my colleague, the men.inr
fer Central Murchison (Mr. Illingwor-h).
1 lvok upon the measure before us exactly
in the same light ag he does. It is simply
a means to an end, with a view of making
:he best of our position. I will not detain
the House on that particular peint; bul
tkere is one matter which I should like 10
sul'mit to the favourable consideration i
the Premier. It is proposed te reappro-
" priate the sum of £15,000 from the
Geraldton-Murchison goldfields railway
vote, to be expended upon water supply
and other requirements of the Murchison
geléfields. The Premier promised us last
year that any further reappropriations
made out of this loan should be expended
upon the Murchison. He has kept his
premise, and what I wish to do now is to
ask his favourable consideration for & pro-
posal I have to make for the bermefit of
the Murchison goldfields, and for that par-
ticular portion of those fields which I have
the honour to represent. We have here

the sum of £15,000, and I would ask the-

Premier to increase it by £5,000, so as to
enable the Minister of Mines to grant a
petition from the inhabitants of Peak
Hill for the purpose of erecting a public
battery. 1 have no desire on any occa-
sion to stand up in this House and advo-
cate the expenditure of public wmoney, ex-
cent upon such works as I feel confident
wiil prove reproductive and beneficial to
the country. The particular centre in
which it is desired to erect this battery is
Revelstone, about 24 miles from Peak
Hill. At present there are 23 leases, comn-
prising 260 acres; and the fact that
there is such a large pumber of
leases within an area of 260 acres
shows they are held by small men.
T am in a position to state that many of
those men have been working there for
the last three or four years, and they look
forward to a public battery as the only
means of their ever hoping to reap the
benefit of their years of toil. At present
there are 3,600 tona of stone in sight—
small crushings that they have been able
to get through, so far, giving a return of
from 1% ounces to 2} ounces to the ton.
Should the Government see their way
clear to fall in with the suggestion, 121
men would be guaranteed constant em-
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ployment, and a large increase of the
number must undoubtedly take place, as
this is a rich auriferous country where
there are miles of reef unpegged at pre-
sent, but only awaiting facilities for
crughing. 1 am fully aware that this
House has no power in itself to increase
the vote, our power heing only to reduce
it; but the hon, the Premier, by address
to His Excellency the Governor, can carry
out the expressed desire of the House,
and T am perfectly justified in seeking
the favourable consideration of the right
hon. gentleman in this inatance, because
I am fully persuaded that £35,000 of the
public money could nmot be spent to
greater advantage than it would be if de-
voted to the work I propose.

MR, WALLACE: (Yalgoo) : I have no in-
tention to oppose the second reading of
the Bill ; but having taken up a different
position on a previous occasion when the
Appropriation Bill was before the House,
I feel that an explanation is necessary.
After Lhe deplorable statement of the Pre-
mier in his Budget speech, 1 see the neces-
aity for thie House to agree to the Reap-
propriation Bill, thouﬂh there are one or
two items [ do not agree with, and I am
strongly opposed to the principle of re-
appropriation, because it is a kind of
finance which no counmercial man ap-
proves of. The Premier has made an an-
nouncement which will afford satisfaction
to every member of the House,. We have
hig assurance that that preat boon, the
Coolgardie water scheme, will be put
through at a cost considerably under the
estimate. The necessity of these works is
clear, and notwithstanding the fact that
the Premier has spoken of members on
this side as croakers and traitors, we find
that when he requires assistance, the so-
called croakers and traitors are ready to
help him'and the country, and to show
that they recognise the necessity of this
Reapproprmtmn Bill. When the inter-
ests of this colony are at stake, croakers
and traitors are ready to come to the
front and assist the Premier over the
difficulty which he has brought about him-
gelf.  The remarks which fell from the
leader of the Opposition this evening were
perhaps somewhat severe, but I consider
they were justifiable.

Ma. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die): I do not lay claim to be an authority
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on financial matters, and therefore shall
limit my remarks to the smallest possible
space in dealing with the Bill before the
Houge. It appears to me that this
scheme for reappropriation intends to
take meetly the funds required from the
Coolgardie water scheme. T am not per-
fectly acquainted with what has been
done at Mundaring (reservoir site), but
I am aware that tenders have been sem.
in for pipes. I quite agree with the hon.
member who says it would be folly and
madness on the part of the Government
to immediately accept tenders for those
pipes : but, at the same time, I urge upon
the Government the necessity of proceed-
ing as rapidly as possible with the scheme.
I am not aware whether the Treasurer
has in his possession funds necessary to
carry on the work, but I presume it is 8o ;
and, if that be the case, the utmost expe-
dition must be observed in connection
with this work, because whatever we may
think of the scheme itself, there is no
doubt it is hanging like a pall over the
progress of West Australin. It is check-
ing trade in other directions, and iz be-
coming # loughing-stock. For three
years, ot nearly so, we have been pro-
miged that the scheme shall be pushed
on; and if the Premier’s prognostications
had been carried out, the scheme would
now have been well on its way. If the
House takes & liberal view of the position
of the right hon. gentleman, and accords
him a general support for reappropriation,
every effort should be made to show thas
the Government are thoroughly in earnest
about this work, and intend to proceed
with it as soon as possible.  With regard
to the question of reappropriation gener-
ally, I am in accord with the ieader of
the Opposition as to the principle in-
volved ; but I also see there is a great deal
of force in what has been said by the
member for Central Murchison (Mr. Il-
lingworth). 'The position may be briefly
surnmarised in the old adage that “Heaven
helps those who help themselves.” It
appears to me that the Premier has
helped Bimself, and we find ourselves
obliged to help him, whether we like it
or not. We all know that those who be-
long to the Opposition have to tread the
narrow path, whereas the Government
supporters have the broad and easy way.
I cannot conceive that some of those jet-
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ties in course of construction on the
northern coast are either urgent or neces-
sary, and I think any member of this
House is entitled to enter his protest
against the extravagant expenditure which
has taken place on the various ports north
of Carnarvon. We find the expenditure
on public works north of Carnarven has
amounted to £300 per head of every elec-
tor.

Mr. A, Forrest: They are all pro-
ducers.

Mr. VOSPER: We do not see much of
what they produce. They produce mem-
bers of Parliament, and that is about all.
In fact, the principal exports of the nor-
thern districts consist of members sent
to this House., There is in the schedule
an item of £7,500 for the Ashburton jetty.
Where is it?

TEE PREMIER:
Aghburton River?

Mr. VOSPER: I know there is an Ash-
burton River, but where is the gite of this
jetty! 1Is it on the coast, or where? It
appears to me that this jetty is being con-
structed at a place so utterly insignificant
that it has not a name of its own, the only
name given to it being that which is ap-
plied to & vast province, where most of
the land is held by one person. The pro-
perty there is held by three or four
people.

Mr. Hueere: No.

Mr. VOSPER: As far as I know any-
thing about these electorates, they are
mostly held or owned by a few per-
sons. If we exclude the trade from the
northern goldfields, what do we find left?
The whale of the revenue derived by the
Government from that part of the coun-
try does not equal that of a fifth-rate gold-
fields town.

Mz. A. ForresT: Look at the exports
from Carnarvon.

Mr. VOSPER: You may quote the
gtatistics if you like.  There are two
more items o which I wish to refer, these
being the survey of & railway from Menzieu
to Mount Leonora, and the survey of a
railway from Coolgardie to Norseman,
It is admitted that we shall not be able
to construct the railway from Coolgardie
to Norseman during this financial year,
and it is open to very serious doubt
whether that line will ever be constructed
in the form proposed. To spend £9,000

Don’t you know the
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in putting up flags and other decorations
which survey implies on such a work as
that referred to would be a sheer waste
of money. I earnestly hope the Govern
ment will reconsider these two points, and
strike these items out of the schedule.
As far os the rest go, I shall give & general
support to the Bill. I would call atten-
tion to one other matter, jollowing the
example of the member for North Murchi-
son (Mr. Eenny). A sum of £40,000 ix
put down here for public batteries, anid
this is a good time to put in a word for
my own electorate. I am ndot going te
agk that a certain sum shall be set asidz
to be spent in my electorate, but that, as
a matter of common fairness, an inspector
shall be sent there to see whether it is
a hit place to erect public batteries. Until
Mr. White visited Buleng, no inspector
had ever visited the place. North-East
Coolgardie stands at least as the second
or third goldfield in the colony, and thers

is also a peculiar fact, and one which I’

have never been able to understand.
Some documents, and most eclaborate
statistics, prepared by an association
formed for the purpose at North-East
Coolgardie, were sent to the Minister of
Mines. His successor, the hon. gentle-
man now sitting opposite, declares he has
never seen them, and the Under-Secre-
tury says that no trace of these docu-
ments has been found. It would be in-
teresting to ascertain what became of
them. DButin any case they are gone, and
valuable information is lost. I ask the
Government te compensate for it by
sending an inspector to report om the
capabilities of that district for crushing
purposes, and I consider it would be only
just to comply with this request. As re-
gards the Bill generally, I shall give it
my support, not because T believe in the
principle, which is rotten, as most of the
financial proposals that emanute from the
preaent Government are ; but we find our-
gelves face to face with something very
closely approaching a financial crisis, the
country being in s very awkward posi-
tion, and if the passing of this measure
will asgist the Government to get the
eolony out of the Sleugh of Despond into
which they have plunged it, T am prepared
to sacrifice my principles for the sake of
giving them some help.
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Mer. A. FORREST (West Kimberley):
I support the second reading of the Bill,
because I consider it the only proper
course to adopt under the circumstances.
It would be impossible. for the Govern-
ment at the present time to go into the
market for a loan of £500,000 when we
have wot raised the amount we are au-
thorised to do at the present time.

Mr. WiLson: Whose fault is that?

Mr. A. FORREST: It is your fault for
vaoting such a large supply last year. You
asked for a large amount of money for
your district, and got it, and every other
member did the same. The Government
thought the revenue would keep up, and
large votes were granted; but now the
members turn round and say, “You should
not have given it.”

Mg, Leakn: Wrong, as usual.

Mr. A. FORREST: I know the hob,
member voted for the Greenhills rail-
way, the Bunbury harbour works, and
all those jetbies.

Mrg. Leags: No, T did not. I opposed
nearly every one of them. '

Mr. A. FORREST: Members of this
House voted for them, and the works
were carried; and now those who ob-
tained the money for their districts come
down and say the Government had no
right to get into delbt.

Mz. Leags: You admit you got a lot.

Me. A, FORREST: It appears to me
that the Opposition members can get a
great deal more than supportera of the
(zovernment.

Mg. Leage : They deserve it.

Mr. A. FORREST : I suppose the mem-
ber for North-East Coolgardie has got
mors out of the Treasury chest than any
other man in this room. He is one of
those persistent members, always trying
to get something out of the Treasury, and
I congratulate him on his success.

Mg, Voserr: I got nhout b per cent. of
the amount paid by my constituency to
the Government.

Mgr. A. FORREST: The member for
North-East Coolgardie said he did not
know there were any people in the
Carnarvon district at all, and he spoke as
if amall constituencies had no right to be
represented. The Collector of Customs
stated that over 2,000,0001bs. of wool were
exported from the port of Carnarvon, and
putting it at 6d. per pound, we know what



Reappropriation Bill:

that is worth. It also means that there
must be in the district some 600.000
sheep. This country has had to be fenced
in.

Mg. Vosper: Not much of it.

Mr. A. FORREST: The hon. member
koows more about it than I do; but I say
this country is practically all fenced with
six wire fences, and water is conserved
all over it. Alarge amount of labour is em-
ployed, and if not altogether white labour,
the labour is employed ; and the people
in those districts have to pay customs
duties. Going further on to the port of
Ashhburton, where one hon. member oh-
jects to have facilities given for getting a
steamer alongside the jetty, the returns
show that the district exported 785,000
pounds weight of wool. Going on to
Derby, we find the amount of wool ex-
ported was 721,000 pounds weight,
although the chief export of that district
iz cattle. Then the port of Cossnck ex-
ported over 2,000,000 pounds weight of
wool. Tt will be seen that those districts
must be of great importance to this
colony, when I inform the House that one
half of the meat supply of Western Austra-
lia comes from districts north of Gerald-
ion; therefore they must be great pro-
ducing districts, and there must be good
grazing country to produce that amount
of meat and the amount of woel T have
stated. There are four intercolonial
steanmers trading between Fremantle and
Singapore, -which derive their profitsfrom
the trade of our northern coast ; and one
mail steamer, the only one, is subsidised
by the Government because it is bound to
run to contract time. These facts are
sufficient evidence that the small amount
of expenditure which is given to the
northern districts is well deserved.

Mgr. Vosper: £300 a man ; that’s all.

Mgr. A, FORREST: I should like the
hon. member to show that in figures. That
may have been the total cost during the
Iast 30 years. What we ought to encour-
age in the colony is producers, and not
people living in towns and doing practie-
ally nothiny. We do not want drones,
but producers; and I say the men who
o into our northern distriets with their
flocks and herds, and raise stock for the
market, are deserving of great considera-
tion, and the least we can do for them is
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to give proper facilities for bringing their
produce to market.

Mg. Inuxoworta: The squatter lives
in St. George's Terrace, you know,

Mr. A. FORREST: Well, suppose he
does—there i8 no reason why he should

not, so0 long as he pays people
to carry out what he requires to
Lbe done on his station. The owners

or shareholders of a gold mine do not
live on the mine, and do not work it
with their own hands, but pay to have it
worked, and the squatter does the same
with his station. Asto the Bill, I am sure
the House will be doing right in passing
it, and I hope thig is the last we ghall hear
of the small amount of expenditure, which
has been given to the producers in our
northern districts. It should be remem-
bered that, when the goldfields require
anything to be done for them, the nor-
thern members are first to help them ;
therefore the least that the goldfields
members can do is te give us a little
wharfage accommeodation for the export
of our produce.

Mn. WILSON (Canning): I intend to
oppose this Bill, and in doing so T should
like to say that, in listening to the in-
dignant remarks of the Premier with re-
ference to some observations made by
the member for Albany {(Mr. Leake),
I eonld not help thinking that the greatest
punishment the member for Albany
could possibly mete out: to t{hat
gentleman would be to let him re-
sign and take his position; because auy-
one following the Premier as Treasurer of
the colony would have a stupendous task
hefore him, to overcome the evils and the
ills due to the maladministration of the
Forrest Ministry. I have no objection to
plain speaking in these matters, but I do
object to any hon. member, who is in the
habit of slinging abuse across the House
at his opponents, getting up and in a fit
of temnper objecting to remarks made by
the leader of the Opposition. I saw
nothing to find fault with in those re.
marks. One word he used, “humbug,”
was taken exception to by the Premier;
but it is a word I used here myself the
other night.

Tae Previer: That makes it all right,
of course.

Mr. WILSON: That makes it abso-
lutely right. As & rule, I do not use dis-
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courteous language to any member of this
House, and it is my effort not to do so.
The right hon. gentleman forgets the
terms he uses to members on this side.
Often has he used such words as “traitor,”
“croaker,” when referring to members on
this side of the House ; rnd he has said we
are not fit to fill the positions which he
and hig colleagues hold. If those words
are not abusive, I do not know the mean-
ing of them in the English language.
Once before I had occasion to tell the
right hon. gentleman that, if he. would
descend to abuse, he might expect that
members on this side of the House would
fight him with his own weapons; and I
wish to reiterate that statement. The
question of reappropriation contained in
this Bill is a matter of principle, and not
of detail. It is strange to me that the
majority of speakers to-night, in speaking
to this Bill—mo matter on which side of
the Houge they sit—have agreed in say-
ing that the reappropriation is to be con-
demned ; but, although they agree that
the borrowing and spending policy of the
Forrest Ministry has landed our great
vountry in somewhat of a mess, so far as
finance is concerned, yet they say they
must vote for the Billl. T am of this
opinion, that if we think a measure is
wrong, if a measure introduced by the
Government is wrong, then it s our
bounden duty, in the interests of the
people, to vote according t¢ our convie-
tions. If we are going to reappropriate
moneys which have been already voted
for certain works, I want to know where
this practice is going to end. Last ses-
sion we had a debate on this very sub-
ject, and the position was put very clearly
before the Ministry, for it was pointed out
that the proposed reappropriation was
absolutely wrong in finance and wrong in
principle ; and, after & very strong de-
bate, of course as usual hon. members
gave way, because the Government were
in a corner and must have the money.
The same argument is brought forward
by the Premier now, that he must have
the money for works which have been
started and for some works which he
wishes to commence. Last session, on
that statement of the case, we allowed the
Ministry to resppropriate moneys for
carrying on the Fremantle harbour works,
amonget other thinge. To-night he
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stated again that more money was re-
quired and would be repaid, that it was
simply a matter of book-keeping, and that
the money would be repaid out of, pos-
sibly, some future loan. I do not think
that what was borrowed last year has been
repaid.

Tre Prexipr : No.

Mr. WILSON: We have had Treasury
bills floated since then.

Tne Preuigr: There has been no new
appropriation since then.

Mgr. WILSON: There was & million
loan floated.

THe Premier: But that was not an ap-
propriation. There has been no new ap-
propriation.

Mgr. WILSON : I did not say a new ap-
propriation. I said a loan of a million
had heen floated, and the money borrowed
Inst year hag not been repaid. The Pre-
mier comes up again and asks for s
further reappropriation for the Fremantle
harbour works; and I say, where is this
going to end? He may have the audacity,
next session, as I believe he will, to come
again to this House and ask for a further
reappropriation. 'Why not go on and re
appropriate the whole of the vote we have
passed for the Coolgardie water supply
scheme? If the right hon. gentleman will
obandon that scheme, which T thoroughly
believe will yet bring him down—for that
scheme is destined, in my opinion, to
bring the Forrest Ministry to grief—if he
will abandon that and reclaim or re-
establieh the credit of the colony in the
home money market, then I have no oh-
jection to granting him the reeppropria-
tion he wants for this or other works he
may require. ’

Mz, A. Formest: You sagreed to the
reappropriation from the water supnly
scheme, at a caucus meeting.

Mg, WILSON : The hon. member knows
ha is stating what is not exactly the fact,
for he knows I have consistently opposed
any vote for the Coolgardie water scheme.
My hon. friend tries to put the blame on
members sitting on this side of the
House. for he says members have passed
votes, and therefore the Ministry are
justified in spending the money. Tt is
true they passed votes on statements put
forward by the Ministrv, and on the
distinct understanding that the Govern-
ment could raise a ocertain amount of
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money out of revenue and a certain
amount by loan. If the Government made
such statements, are members to blame
when they find fault with the Govern-
ment for the way in which they have
gpent the money? There is no getting
away from the position, that these re-
appropriations ought not to be regorted
to unless under extreme urgency : when
there are a number of urgent works to
be carried out, and when the Ministry
have not been supplied with sufficient
funds for corrying them on. In circum-
stances of that kind, the Government
might be justified in asking for a reappro-
priation. The Premier went on to atate
that reappropriation would not increase
the borrowing authorisations. I certainly
join issue with him in that statement, for
I cannot understand his arguments or his
facts. He said reappropriation would not
increase our borrowing authorisations,
but T say it is bound to increase the bor-
rowing authorisations, and you cannot
et awny from that position. This Par-
liament has passed certain borrowing
authorisations for carrying out certain
works; the Ministry carry out other
works, or they carry out more works than
they are nuthorised to do, and therefore
are short of funds; then they ask this
House for a renppropriation from the
Coolgardie water scheme to carry out
those works. We are obliged to carry out
the works already passed hy Parliament,
and we have tnken away half a million
from those works; therefore we muet,
sooner or later, go to the money market
and raise a loan to carrv out the works
we have passed. That is patent to anyobe.

M= A. Fomresr: No one disnutes that
fact. .

Mr. WILSON: I nm putting it plainly
before the House, and I hope it will move
some hon. members even to vote with
us on this matter. The right hen. gentle-
man said some people took exception to
the Fremantle harbour works. I have
been in the colony for seven years, and 1
have no recollection of hearing nny mem-
her now sitting in this House, who has
taken exception to those harbour works.

ThHe Prexier: I did not use that word.
I said some people would not perhaps be
displeased if the works did stop.

Mr. WILSON: That conveys to me
pretty well the same meaning. I do not
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think any member in the House, or any
person in the colony, would like to see
those harbour works stopped. They are
gigantic works of national importance,
and such as we ought to be proud of. 1
d» object to the right hon. gentleman
throwing those insinuations across the
House, evidently referring to some mem-
bers here, and suggesting that we should
be delighted if a big work of that de-
Beription were stopped. Surely we on this
side of the House have the interests of
this great country at heart, just as much
as members on the other side ~f the
House, and perhaps more so—certainly
every bit as much as the hon. gentlemen
who fill the Treasury benches, Cur ex-
port of gold, of course, has increased, and
we are all glad that it is so; but I do not
think that is altogether due to the ad-
nainistragion of the Ministry. I think
the incrense has taken place to & large
extent, despite the administration of the
Ministry.

Tre Premigr: All due to you, T expect,
and to your supporters.

Mr. WILSON : It is due to the men who
came here, many of them without much
money, and went out on the fields, dis
covered the gold, and opened up the coun-
try. And it is aleo due to foreign capital,
which the right hon. gentleman, in his
wise administration, is driving away from
the country. At the present time I would
like to see him amend his financial ad-
ministration, so that foreign capital may
still low into this country for the develop-
ment of our mines and other industries,

Me. A. Forrest: I hope you will epeak
like that on the goldfields.

Mz. WILSON : Last year I had to take
very prave exception te the reappropria-
tion of moneys which had been voted fcr
the Perth and Fremantle sewerage
schemer, and T endeavoured to have that
proposal struck out last year. We do
not find the right hon. gentleman propos-
ing to reappropriate further sums for
carrying out those sewerage schemes, and
we know he has refused to give to the
City Council any further asasistance to-
wards carrying out the deep drainage of
Perth, and has said it should not be car-
ried out at the present time.

Tae Premier : When did [ say that?

Mg, WILSON : You did eay it.

Tre Preaer: I did not say so.
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Mg, WILSON: The right hon. gentle-
man said to a deputation in his office that
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he advised them not to carry out the ;

sewerage scheme for the present.

Tee PrEsiER : I deny that.

Mg, WILSON: The right hon. gentle-
man does not attack the sewernge to-
night ; but this year he attacks the vote
for the water supply of towns, and I say
it is a suicidal policy to do that, for both
these schemes affect the public health in
an importont degree ; and we are not jus-
tified in taking away any of the funds
voted for either sewerage or towns water
supply. It is also proposed to take away
gome unexpended balance from the Mur-
chison-Cue Railway vote. I have no ob-
jection to that, provided the balance is
really unexpended ; but I heard in Perth
to-day, though there may be no truth in
it, that the contractors for the construc-
tion of that railway have a bill of extras
amounting to something near £200,000 to
put before the Government.

Tee CoMMISSIONER  OF
They might make it £300,000.

Mgr. WILSON: Under the very equit-
able conditions of railwny contracts, in
which all claims have to be submitted to
the arbitration of the Engineer-in-Chief,
whose decision is to be final, contractors
have very little chance of getting justice.
I do not insinuate thattheofficer does
not deal fairly ; but is there any justice
in a contract to which there are two par-
ties, when one of the parties is made the
sole arbitrator in respect of disputes
which may arise concerning the contract?
The thing is absurd, and the sooner it is
amended the better.

True Preyvier: In other words, the Gov-
ernment are to be fleeced more severely.

Ma. WILSON : T hope a motion will be
submitted in this House, very shortly, to
amend that iniquity. You e¢an eall it
nothing else.

Tre Premier: Give it to the Govern-
ment. That is the plan.

Mr. WILSON: I want to see the Gov-
ernment do some good for this colony. T
want to see them retrieve the flourishine
position in which we were two years aoo.
We are going down and down, deeper and
deeper ; and I do not believe there will be
any improvement until the right hon. gen-
tleman sits on this side of the House, I
told him the other night that ne one who
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filled his position could do it much wors
than he bas done; and possibly a suc
cezsor would do it better—I believe he
Certain sums of money are in
cluded in this Bill for the purnose o
earrying out surveys of railways. I objec
entirely to any money whatever being
spent on the survey of railways which the
Premier has admitted he does not intent
to build this year. Thereisone thing ver;
certain, that whether he intends to carry
out these works or not, it is not withix
his power to do so, because he has no!
the money. To make a survey of a rail
wny whick you do not contemplate con
structing within the next 12 months i
simply, to my mind, misleading the peo
ple of the district, and causing them to fal
into the same error which the poor peopls
of Esperance were led into by the hon
gentleman end his half-wromises. |
might instance, in support of that argu
ment the Marradong railwny (Wll]mm'
dlstnct), which I believe has been sur
veyed. What is the result! There i
not the slightest chamce of that railway
being built within the next two years; anc
vet we find a timber company being
floated on the London market, and the
mzin inducement held out in the reports
of the expert who reported on that timbe
country is that the Government wil
shortly construct a railway to Marradong

Mg. GrorgE: Who was that expert?

Mr. WILSON: The Conservator ol
Forests. Now [ object to that entirely ;
and it may also be possible that the same
inducement might be held out for the
flotation of mines in connection with
these proposed goldfields railways, which
we do not intend to construct for the
present. I object strongly to any money
being spent for the surveys, until we are
prepnred to go on with the construction.
The member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Nlingworth) stated he was willing to sup-
port this Bill, on the distinct understand.
ing that the Premier would reduce the
sum of money to be spent on the Cool-
gardie water scheme to 1§ millions—that
i8, unless he came to the House for a
further authorisation. I do not know
whether the Premier hasg distinctly given
that promise. I did not gather it from
his remarks, and I hope the hon. member
(Mr. Illingworth) will insist on the pro-
mise being given, or will vote against the
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second reading of this Bill. To my mind,
having got the vote for the money neces-
sary to carry out the Coolgardie water
scheme, no amount of reappropriation
for the time being will prevent the For-
reat Ministry from carrying it on to any
extent.

Toe Prpurer: We cannot spend any-
thing beyond the sum of £2,030,000.

Mr. WILSON: I am very pleased to
have that assurance. When I heard the
Premier commend and thank the member
for Central Murchison for his kind re-
marks on this Bill, T could not help con-
trasting the language used with the at-
titude of the right hon. gentleman last
year. When a Reappropriation Bill was
before us last session, no one was stronger
in condemning it than the member for
Central Murchison,

Mn. [ruiveworrm: I did it again to-
night.

Mr. WILSON: He used some very
strong language in connection with this
matter, and put the position very clearly.
He said that the Premier would never be
able to repay the reappropriation for the
next two or three years. He also said
that, before this money could he repaid.
there must either be another loan, or this
large sum must be taken out of the re-
venue of the next or some future year;
that there was no chance of increasing
the loans of the colony for some consider-
able time, and it would not be possible

to recoup this money out of revenue for

the next two or three years.

Mz, IrumgwortH: ] say the same to-
night. )

Mer. WILSON: He says the same to-
nirht ; yet the Premier thanks him for
his support. But what did the Premier
say about the hon. member last year,
when he made exactly the same remarks,
and pointed out the pravity of the posi-
tion as he has done to-night. He said
that if this enlonv were dependent, for its
good credit, on the speeches of the mem-
ber for Central Murchison, it would soon
find itself in the insolvency court. Then
where, T ask, is the consistency? Last
year, when the same statements were
made by the member for Central Murchi-
son as he made here to-night, he was told
he would soon drive the colony into tha
hankruptey court ; and vet to-night he is
thanked for his statements,

[1 SepremeER, 1898.]

>

Second rending. 1425

Mr. IBaE®: A man who is in a fright

never is consistent.
- Mr. WILSON: I need not detain the
House longer. I have expressed my
views; and whether they are palatable
or not to hon. members on the other
side of the House does not trouble me.

Tue PrEsiER : It does not trouble me,
either.

Mz. WILSON: 1 quite admit that.
There is nothing troubles you, unless you
are short of money. The only thing that
troubles you is that your revenue is fall-
ing off, that you have & big deficit, and
will have o bigger deficit next year.

Trr PrEMIER : And is not that some-
thing?

Mr. WILSON : Ttis all your own fault ;
and the only other thing that troubles
you is that you cannot borrow mopey at
home.

Trag PREMIER :
some to-day.

Mn. WILSON: How did you do it?
We know how you did it. You could not
get it on the public market. :

Tue PrEMIER: At any rate, we got a
good price.

Mr. A. Forrest: And the hon. mem-
ber is sorry for it. .

Mr. WILSON: All I say is that I in-
tend to oppose the second reading of this
Bill; and I do it because I consider the
reapproprintion of these large sums of
money is wrong in principle. I do not
think it is calculated to assist in reclaim
ing the credit of the colony, which has
been practically ruined by the right hon.
rentleman, through the way in which he
deals with the finances of the country.
Therefore, I think, I am justified, and am
only doing the duty which I hound myself
to do when I came into this House, in op-
posine thiz Reaporovriation Bill.

Tue Premigr: Tell us what you would
do instead of it.

Mg, WILSON: I would abandon the
Conleardie water scheme.

Turg Prewrer: That would not affect
the reappropriation. It would mean that
you would go on with the reappropriation,
principle and all.

Mr. WILSON: Yes: principle and all.

Mg, WOOD (West Perth): I hope the
member for the Canning, after his half
hour’s harangue, is feeling a little better,
I am sure, now he has it off his cheat, he

I think we borrowed
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is very much relieved. He spoke a good
deal upon the terms bandied about be-
tween the Treasury benches and Opposi-
tion members; he also spent about ten
minutes on finance; but, all through his
speech, hd nevar once suggested whai
should be done in lieu of this Reappro-
priation Bill. Not a single suggestion,
not a single proposal came from him for
getting us out of the difficulties we are in.
No doubt the country is in a financial
strait, just for the moment ; and the only
way I can see out of it is by means of this
Reappropriation Bill. None of us ap-
prove of reappropriation. I, and other
members on thie (the Government) side
of the House, are just as much opposed
to it as members on the other side. It is
a great misfortune to be in the position
in which we find ourselves; but, being
there, what can we dof

MR. Leaxe: Vote as you are told.

Mr. WOOD: We do not do that, on
this side of the House. We vote as we
think and as we choose. We are entirely
free agents. We are not under the whip,
like hon. members opposite.

Mr. Leake: Of course not.

Mzr. WOOD: As I said, none of us ap-
proves of reappropriation; and it is the
very last resort of any body of men or
any Government. No doubt the position
wag put very fairly by the member for
Central Murchisorn (Mr. Illingworth),
Every word he aaid was no doubt correct,
and he had the approval of the Premier,
We can all see oxactly that the Bill i
not what we want, but we cannot help
ourselves ; and the only way out of it
is to accept the Bill, and to get out «of
our present position as quickly as :os-
sible. But the thing must stop. Of
course it will stop, for the Government
have given us every assurance that they
will stop it by rigid economy in the
various departments, and by cutting
down in all directions. In fact, there
has been too much cutting down, I
think ; the cutting down has been too
sudden, and has created quite a panic
in the country; but still, it is a step in
the right direction, and no doubt we
shall feel the good effects of it at the
end of & couple of years. I think it is
& waste of time to deal with the indivi-
dupl items in the schedules on the second
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reading, for there will be plenty of op-
portunity for o doing when we go into
Committee.  Still, I must say that I am
altogether opposed to the two items,
totalling £9,000, for the surveys of two
railways; and I shall certainly vote
against them in Committea I should
be inclined to use that amount for the
erection of public batteries, as I think
those are necessary works on the gold-
fields.  Other items also might be
omitted—for instance, “Port Hedland
jetty and approach road ;” we might take
a. thousand or two off that.

Tre PremyEr: You cannot do that.

Mgr. WOOD: That, of course, is the
trouble. Complications may arise. I
suppose half of this money is spent or
allocated, and thus we have to accept
thie Bill, whether we like it or not. But
I should like to ask those memhers on
the other side, supposing they succeed
in knocking out this Bill on its second
reading, what are we to do? What will
the peosition be? I think the member
for the Canning (Mr. Wilson) would like
to see the Government in that position.
He and his friends always seem to re-
joice when any calamity happens to the
Government of the country.

SeveraL Oprosriioy MemBers : No, no.

Mr. WOOD: I am sorry to see the
great rejoicing in the Oppositidn camp
when any calamity happens.

MR, IuuivaworrH: Tt is not true. -

Mr. WOOD: It is perfectly true, and
you know it, too. T have seen you jubi-
lant when some bad news has heen re-
ceived about a loan, or something of that
sort.

Mr. George: That is not throwing oil
on the troubled waters.

Mg, WOOD: No; I did not say I wnas
going to throw oil on the troubled waters ;
hut the further I go into the items, the
thicker we seem to get into the mire;
and the only course open to us is to leave
their discussion till we get into Com-
wmittee.

Mr. OLDHAM (North Perth): It was
my intention to leave the matter of the
renppropriation until we went into Com-
mittee on the Bill ; but the remarks which
have just fallen from the hon. member
(Mr. Wood) compel me to rise for the pur-
pose of giving them a most emphatic
denirl.  These are the words which have
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fallen from him: “The country is in fin-
ancial straits.”

Mr. Woobp : I said “for the moment.”

Mg. OLDHAM: The hon. member is
sike a good many of us; he is troubled
with what is called “after wit.” He stat-
ed that the country was in finaneial
straits, and he said that it was a great
misfortune to be compelled to reappro-
priate. He stated that reappropriation
wag one of the last resources that any
Government could be put to. This is
the position which the hon. member occu-
pies, a8 a supporter of the Government ;
but I want to ask this House, whose fault
is it that the counry is in financial straits?

MR. A. ForrBst: Yours. -

Tae Premipr: It is not in financial
straits.

Mr. OLDHAM: My fault? The hon.
member gives me a good deal more credit
than I am prepared to take. I want to
ask the hon. member opposite, whose fault
it is that the country is in financial straits?
He £aid it was a great misfortune to have
to resort to this scheme. I am using the
words of & prominent Government sup-
porter. If it is a great misfortune that
the Government are compelled to reap-
propriate, and if they do so as a last r~
source, whose fault is it? And then
the hon. member goes on to say that we
must stop somewhere. I will tell him
that we will stop doing this kind of thing ;
that is, when the Government go out of
oftice, and not before.

Mr. A, Forresr: You had better come
over here.

Mr. OLDHAM : I do not think it would
be a misfortune to thiz country, if mem-
bers on this side of the House went over
to the Government benches. What do
we hear outside of this Chamber? Go to
any business man in the city, and ask him
what he s doing. Go to any merchant,
and what is his cry?

Mr. Woop: The same cry as he always
has. )

Mr. OLDHAM: Go to any mechanic
or labourer, or any speculator in St.
George’s Terrace, and ask him the state
of affairs in this colony.

TrEe Previer : It is all the faunlt of the
Government, of course.

Mzn. OLDHAM : I say it is undoubtedly
the fault of the Government.
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Ten Previer: For spending too much
money, I supposef

Mg, OLDHAM : Let the Premier, if he
knows anything of building construc
tton:

Tue PrReEMiER: You cannot expect me
to understand your trade.

Mr. OLDHAM: No; I do not expect
the hon. gentleman to be an expert; but
Iwant him torealise that in a certainrail-
way which hag been constructed, they have
put up stations, costing thousands of
pounds, where there is not a settler, where
there is not a man within 40 miles,

Mz. InrivgworrH: Only a man who
goes there once a week,

Tun CoMuIs$IONER OF Ralsways: Name
the stations.

Mr. OLDHAM: I will name the sta-
tions, when we come to the items on the
Estimates. I will give the Minister the
names of all the stations, and I will give
him the figures. I could tefl him that they
have ticket-offices, and racks for tickets,
in a certain country etation, just like
those at the Perth railway station; and
I will guarantee that there is not a man
living within ten miles of it. That ie the
position of the country at the present
time. It is not the money we spent, it is
the money we wasted, that has brought
us into this position. There are two items
which I certainly shall vote against, and
which I shall endeavour as far as possible
to get struck out. I refer to the survey
of railway from Menzies to Mount Leonora
and survey of railvay from Coolgardie
to Norseman. If there were the
slightest possibility of those railways
being constructed in the near future,
I would not take any great exeception to
them, but can any member say that there
is any probability of it whatever! The
Government are going to take away
£25,000 from the water-supply account.
They are going to take it away from a
work which is absolutely essential to the
health of the community, and yet they
propose to spend £3,000 upor a work
which, at any rate for the present, is use-
less. The member for West Kimberley
said members on this side of the House
were responsible for the position the Gov-
ernment have got the country into, be-
cause they tried to get as much as they
could for their constituencies. That in a
very serious confession for him to maxe,
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for it is equivalent to nn assertion that
the Government had not backbone enough
to refuse the request of any gentleman for
2 work which they knew was not abso-
lutely necessary. I do not know that my
constituency has been treated unfairly.

Mg. A. Fornest: They have had agood
lot.

Mg. OLDHAM : What have they had?

Mr. A. Fomrrest: They have had
£300,000,
Mr. OLDHAM: If the Treasurer will

only take the amount of revenue he de-
rives from that constituency, he will find
that my consgtituents have not had 24 -per
cend. of the money they have given to the
Government. 1 come back again to the
member for West Perth, who wants to
know what the position would be if this
Bill were pushed out.

Mr. Woon : I rsked what would you do
if this Bill were rejected.

Mr. OLDHAM: T will tell the hon.
member what we would do. Supposing
the Bill were rejected, I supnose the Gov-
ermnment would resiem, and that some
other gentlemen would occupy those seats.
That would, T believe, be the best thing
that could happen to this country.

Question put and passed.

Bill read n second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauge 1-—agreed to.

Clauge 2—The Governor may appro-
priate and expend £100,000 :

Me. ILLINGWORTH : It was desirable
that it should he made quite clear that, if
this clause were pnssed, members would
not be blocked from striking out certain
items in the schedule.

Tre PREMIER: The passing of this
zlause would not affect the schedule at
all. s
Put and passed.

Clange 3—agreed to.

First Schedule—Amounts to be reap-
propriated :

Mg, HTGHAM: Tt was a matter for re-
gret that a sum of £35,000 had heen
taken from the Fremantle dock and slip.
Practieallv. it rvepresented the unex-
pended halance.

Tre PreMiEr : £56,000 was available.

Mz, HIGHAM moved that the item,
“Fremantle Dock and Slip, £35,000,” he
struck out. The temporary alip had to
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be fitted with a considerable amount of
machinery before it was of any use at all.
He was fairly right in assuming that
£35,000 was nearly all that was left. The
Premier had stated that it was useless to
commence the construction of the dock at
present because the dredging was not com-
pleted, but there was no reason why exca-
vation and other work could not go on
simultaneously, There was ground to
complain that the construction of the dock
and slip had been delayed so long.

Tre Prevten: The dlip was all right.

Mg. HIGHAM: A slip such as it was,
but there had been a preat deal of unne-
cessary delay’ in the completion of the
work.

Mr. SOLOMON: The dock at Fre
mantle should have been ready now to re-
ceive the larger vessels coming from
foreign ports. Many in high positions in
the Government service at Fremantle were
of opinion that the completion of the
dock should have been one of the first
things undertakea.

Mr. DOHERTY : There was no reason
why this amount should be taken at a
critical time, when it wns required for the
object for which it was intended. He
would not object to the item, however, be-
cause he saw the Government were going
to spend £40,000 on the erection of pub-
He batteries. which were very necessary,
and it would be a good thing for the Go-
vernment to give every facility to people
to treat ore

Tuaz PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest): It was no pleasure to the Govern-
ment to ask for this reappropriation, but
it had to be done, and he did not think
Fremantle would suffer to any large ex-
tent for having this matter delayed. The
fact was the Government were unable to
go on with the work at the present time.
Fremantle had no cause to complain of
the action of this House towards it, for
we had spent something like £600,000 or
£700,000 on the harbour there, and we
proposed to spend £128,000 this year out
of this allocation. If the work were in
full swing and it were proposed to put a
ston to it, there would be cause for com-
plaint ; but seeing that it had not yet heen
undertaken, and that the Government
always had been and would be desirous
of assisting Fremantle and mnking it »a
port worthy of the colony, the members far



Reappropriation Bill;

Fremantle ought not to adopt the atti-
tude they were taking. He knew that the
position occupied by representatives was
a difficult one, but on the other hand there
wag o certain amount of fair-mindedness
about the people of the colony, and they
would see that the Government were giv-
ing three or four times as much as they
were taking away. He hoped the amend-
ment would not be carried, because if it
were it would interfere with the arrange-
wents of the Government, and perhaps it
would be necessary to propose something
else.

Mp. GEORGE: As the Commissioner
of Railways had answered a question he
put the other evening with reference to
scour in the river at Fremantle and the
mode of dealing with it, would the amount
which was to be reappropriated by this
schedule be suffivient to secure safety,
not only for the old railway bridge, but
the new railway bridge and the proposed
bridge over the river at Fremantle?
Reading between the lines of that reply,
he wished to have an assurance that this
amount of reappropriation would provide
for the safety of the travelling public, and
also carry out the works proposedin the
harbour scheme.

Mr. HOLMES supported the striking
out of the item, and objected to the Pre-
mier continually reminding Fremantle
members of the amount of public money
spent there. One would think almost
that Fremantle members were here to be
bought, and that this money was heing
spent in Fremantle for the benefit of Fre-
mantle only. Every member would admit
these harbour works were national.

Tue Premier: Fremantle people got
the benefit of them all the same.

Mr, HOLMES: There was no doubt
the Government intended, when they com-
menced the harbour works, to go on with
the dock and the slip at the same time.

Tee ComyuzsronEr oF  Ramnways:
It was intended to go on with them still.

Mr. HOLMES: But there would bLe
nothing left, after these reappropriaticns.
There was now in Fremantle a big ship
disabled, and there were no weans of re-
pairing it.

TrE PREMIER :

Could it not be put on
the slip?
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Mr. HOLMES: The slip appeared to
be useless, unless more money was spent
on it.

Mg. MORAN: The Government ought
to be strongly supported in this matier.
If there happened to be a change of Gov-
ernment, he did not know how Fremantle
would fare, for if there was one town in
the colony which ought to follow the
old maxim, “Shut your eyes and open
your mouth, and see what the Govern-
ment will send you,” that town was Fre-
mantle. When the Government proposed
to reappropriate a little of the money
voted for a particular work in Fremantle,
while at the same time giving a larger
sum for other works there, the Fremantle
members popped up one after another,
like so many corks, to protest against
losing anything that had been voted for
Fremantle. Members who were friendlvy
to Fremantle would see that this was
pushing the maftter too far.

Mr. WILSON said he would support
the amendment, not because Fremantle
had been badly treated, but because the
enormous tonnage of shipping coming to
Fremantle made it absolutely necessary
there should be a dry dock theree The .
slip at present was of no use, and would
have to be reconstructed or taken up. He
understood that even a hopper barge
could not be lifted on to it. -A dry dock
would bring a good revenue in dues, and
would employ engineering works and
various workmen in making repairs.

Ten Premier: The amount at present
available would not do it. There must be
some money voted for the dock before it
could be started.

Mr. WILSON: Take it from the Cool-
gardie water scheme. A dry dock would
do infinitely more good than that.

Tee Premier: The hon. member's ad-
vice was not wanted. The Government
preferred their own advice.

Mg. WILSON said he intended to- give
his advice, and was sent to this House to
do so. If his advice was not accepted,
that was the look-out of the Government ;
and the people of Western Australia would
know whom they should believe in. He
hoped the amendment would be carried to
a division.

Mr. CONOLLY: The unanimity shown
by the members for Fremantle was a
spectacle, considering that
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£30,000 was being taken from one work
and £100,000 being added to another
work dn the same town. A dry dock
might be of some small use for coastal
vessels, but could not be of much use for
large vessels, because of the greater ex-
pense of repairing them at Fremantle as
compared with the cost of repairs at
Melbourne or Sydney. It would be only
in urgent cases that large vessels would
be repaired at Fremantle, because in the
cost of repairing there was competition
against the world. He did not disparage
the making of a dock at Fremantle, but it
should be postponed for a time.

Tue PREMIER : If the first schedule
were amended by striking out this item,
that would reduce the total by £65,000,
and it would become necessary to alter
the amount in the second schedule to the
same extent, the totals in the tirst and
second schedule being the same. £100,000
was appropriated in the Loan Act of
1896, and that amount exactly was to be
reappropriasted in the second schedule of
this Bill. Therefore, if one schedule were
altered, the other schedule would have to
be altered to the same amount, unless the
whole Bill were remodelled. He did not
see how the schedule could be ve-
duced by £65,000, and the Fremantle
members gshould not urge this amendment.
The Government had no desire te do
anything that would detract from Fre-
mantle being s good port, bhut the dock
when made must be one which would
gerve to compete with docks in other
colonies, and the cost for such a dock
would be £200,000 or £250,000. The
Government had no idea of abandoning
the proposed dock for Fremantle, and all
they were proposing to do was to post-
pone it because it could not be undertaken
at the present time. It would be better
to complete the harbour works as soon
as possible, and with that object he

hoped the firat schedule would not be in--

terfered with.

Ma. Georon: What about the slip?

Tue PREMIER: This was the first he
had heard of the slip not being satisfac-
tory. He hoped that was not so.

Mg. LEAEE: It was quite evident,
from what the Premier had said, that
Fremantle was not to have its dock, he-
cause it would cost £200,000 or £250,000,

while the original estimate made by the | resign.
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Government for the cost of a dock and
slip at Fremantle was £142,000 ; so that
there never was any sincerity about the
proposal to build a dock and slip at Fre-
mantle ; and this showed once again that
the Fremantle members had been hum-
bugged. The slip did not appear to be
worth anything, so far as it had gone, and
tha: was practically admitted by the de-
partment, who now found they had make
a mistake in starting it; and he chal-
lenged the Director of Public Works te
show that the slip was of any use-

Mge. Woop: This was the first that
members had heard of it.

Mg. LEAKE said he had known of it
for gome time. The effective part of the
Fremantle harbour scheme was the pro-
posed dock, and he was astonished that
the Fremantle members fell into the trap,
last session, by consenting to have some
portion of the vote for the work reappro-
printed to another purpose. Therefore
h= was not sorry to see them wriggling
in their disappointment now.

Mk. Horues said he had voted against
it last year.

Mgr. LEARKE: Then the hon. member
wag the only sensible one in the lot. The
others did not vote against it. They fell
into the trap. The member for East
Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) did not allow the
stockwhip to be laid across his haunches,
as did other Government supporters. It
wus interesting to note how the predictions
of Opposition members had been realised ;
and this showed how dangerous it was to
go tinkering and tampering with a welil-
recognised and firm principle. It was
well known that this Reappropriation Bill
had been settled by the Premier at an
interview in his office, where the right. hon.
gentleman had to go down on his knees
to his supporters, and declare that if this
Reappropriation Bill and other Bills were
thrown out he would have to resign.

MR. TuuivewortH : And that would be
too great a calamity.

Mr. I'EAKE: Of course, that threat
was big enough to induce the Government
supporters to carry the Bill through ; and
that would account for the extraordinary
hurried, and nervous manner in which the
Premier introduced the Bill  He (Mr.
Leake) would retaliate by saying that, if
all these schedules were carried, he would
He, too, would use that argu-
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ment as frequently as the Premier; and
it would be interesting to note its effect
upon hon members. We were making
a laughing-stock of legislation and consti-
tutional government, by allowing such vio-

lations as this to proceed unchecked and

without protest. He appealed to hon,
members to consider thie question, not
from a merely loeal standpoint, but from
a constitutional point of view.

Tue Premier: Constitutional point of
view! Where did that come in?

Mg. LEAKE: The Premier was abso-
lutely ignorant of the subject, and the
sooner he studied its elementary prinei-
ples, the beiter it would be, not only for
his own future career, but for the country.
Though hon. members might pass the Bill,
they should give the Government dis
tinctly to understand that they must put
a period to this juggling with principle and
with the constitution. Let them say
that, though they had allowed themselves
to be driven up to a certain point, and
were threatened with resignations on both
gides of the House, they would proceed no
further in the same direction. He knew
the Government supporters would do no-
thing to upset this Bill ; but let them give
a warning for the benefit of subsequent
Parlinments and subsequent administra-
tions, for this sort of thing would work
ruin in our midat.

Mr. HIGHAM : The complaint of the
Fremantle people was, not so much that
the construction of the dock and slip had
been delayed for a certain time, as that it
was poatponed for an indefinite period.
Were that dock in existence at the present
time, the steamer “Adelaide,” instead of
going back to the East to be docked,
would have been repaired at Fremanutle,
where the work could have been just as
easily done.  Granting that the necessary
machinery wag not here at the present
time, yet provide the dock, and the machi-
nery would soon fellow. It might be ar-
gued that the work could not be done
here so cheaply as in Melbourne or
Sydney ; but no vessel would go in ballast
from this colony to either of those places
for the sake of saving £200 or so. A
three-masted schooner, the ‘Lark,” was
beached a short time ago, and cost three
times ag much to repair as it would had
there been dock accommodation at the
port. A disabled barque came in the
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other day, which would have gladly availed
itself of & dock.  The steamer “Croydon”
gprang & leak between Fremantle and Ger-
aldton, and her owners had to hire the
Government steamer “Penguin,” with her
pumping appliances, to keep the vessel
afloat for a considerable period, until they
got a diver to patch her up.  Apart from
the matter of actual repairs, all the steel
vessels which came into the harbour after
a long voyage would be glad of an oppor-
tunity to clean off barnacles and weeds,
before loading up for the return pagsage.
It was essential, in the interests of the
colony and of the port, that this dock
should be conetructed as early as possible.
No doubt Fremantle, as well as other
towns, would have to be moderate in her
demands, and to dispense with some of her
requirements. A good deal had been
heard in the debate about the immense
sums spent on the Fremantle harbour
works; but beyond the benefit derived
from the labour employed in the works,
Fremantle was really a loser by them. The
immense lightering fieet formerly en-
gaged at Fremantle, which gave profitable
employment to many labourers and a fair
return to the owners, was now lying idle.
Cargo was unloaded at Fremantle now at
an expenditure of 3s. or 3z 6d. a ton,
while in the old days it cost something like
12s. The increase in the volume of ship-
ping was, of course, an advantage; but
that would have accrued, harbour works or
no harbour works. It should also be re-
membered that the decrease of 93 a ton
in the cost of handling cargo benefited the
consumers of the whole colony, for 1t
meant quicker despatch for the vessels,
and lower freights. In addition to £35,000
for the dock and slip, Fremantle had aleo
to sacrifice £25,000 for dredges and
barges. To that there could be no great
objection, for with the two dredges now
on the way the plant should be sufficient
for the immediate requirements of the
trade. A good deal had been heard from
the member for the Murray (Mr. George)
about the state of the Fremantle bridges ;
but as far as he (Mr, Higham) could ascer-
tain, there was not the slightest danger at
present.  Possibly when the river was
dredged right up to them it might be ne-
cessary to underpin them to prevent the
river scouring out the foundations; but
there was no need for alarm. ‘
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Mr. Mopax: Trains ran very slowly
over them.

Mr. HIGHAM: No; they did not. He
did not specially desire to divide the
House on the question—in the first place,
because he had no hope of carrying his
amendment, and, secondly, because his
object was siuply to urge the importance
of the dock project not being indefinitely
postponed, and to protest against the re-
appropriation of what he still considered
as practically the balance available.’

Mg, MORAN expressed pleasure at the
fact that the hon, member (Mr. Higham)
would not divide the House. Fremantle
was not the only place which had to go
without public works. The Coolgardie
water scheme had been deprived of half-a-
million to-night, in order to give nearly
£200,000 to the Fremantle harbour works.
Money was being reappropriated from the
vote for the Coolgardie water scheme for
the purposes of works in all parts of the
colony, and why did hon. members agree
to it? Because they knew that, if the
present Government went out the scheme
would be abandoned altogether. The Fre-
mantle members acted wisely in not push-
ing their claims too far; for it was hardly
likely they would receive general support.
The policy of give and take must hold good
until we overcame our difficulties.

Mr. EENNY : While no believer in ve-
appropriation, he could not shut his eyos
to the fact that every farthing of 1he
£100,000 reappropriated frem  the
various works in the first schedule was to
he expended on the goldfields; and, as a
goldfields representative, he must sup-
port the Government in this matter. The
works proposed to be constructed with
that £100,000 were absolutely necessary
to the maintenance and development of
those fielde. Last year the Government
proposed to spend £30,000 on public
batteries, but only £2,000 was spent out

of that vote, leaving £28,000 unex-
pended.  The Government had since
added £12,000, making a total of
£40,000.  Out of that £40,000, vight

batteries had been secured, and were
being erected ; so that there woill rot
he a large amount remaimag lo the
credit of the vote. He 1nust cong-ntuiata
the Government on the mananr in which
they had taken this work in iiand. by ap-
pointing a practical man frou Vieteria to
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take charge of it. He was well acquainted
with the scheme so far as it had gone,
and had nothing but good to say of
the public batteries project and its ad-
winistration, He was confident that the

" officer in charge, assisted by the Minister

of Mines, would make it a great success.
He regretted that the Government had
not been able to fully carry out their pro-
mises in the matter; still, affairs had not
turned out so well as had been antici-
pated. It was well-known that through-
out the varionus goldfields of the colony
there were hundreds and thousands of
hard working men who had taken up
reefing properties and worked them for
years. The erection of public batteries
would prove the salvation of those dis-
triets. As a general rule, batteries were
gpoken of in connecbion with capital nnd
capitalists, but when we spoke of public
batteries we referred to the means pro-
vided by the Government for enabling
working men, the reefers, the pick and
shovela—as the member for East Perth
termed them--torealise the result of their
years of labour. Hitherto they had been
compelled to dispose of their properties
for anything they could get, because they
were not able to erect the requisite
machinery to secure their gold. One bat-
tery was being eracted in his (Mr.
Kenny’s) district, at Tuckunara; and to
give an idea of the impetus oceagioned
thereby he might state that the popula-
kion had trebled, the town hadibeen sur-
veyed, upwards of eighty town lots had
boen applied for, and the area of leases
had increased twofold. This battery had
not yet been erected, but was only in the
course of erection. The facts he had
stated would give some idea of what the
result would be when it was finished. All
those who were there were working men.
A short time ago he received a long pe-
tition from the workers of Ravelston, near
Pesk Hill, asking him to secure from the
Mizister of Mines a public battery for
t':at district. The Minister of Mines, who
Lad ever been glad to receive such appli-
cations and to do what he could to grant
them, found that it was utterly impossi.
bl with the amount of £40,000, to go
farther than he had already done, and
now his (Mr. Eenny’s) desire was to sug-
gest to the Colonial Treasurer that he
should increase the amount proposed to
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Le reappropriated for this object. The
Colonial Treasurer had proposed to re-
appropriate £15,000 from the Geraldion
to Murchison goldfields railway, and to
spend the amount on water and other re-
quirements on the Murchison goldfields.
Last year the right hon. gentleman said
he would not use any money reappropri-
ated from that particular vote, except on
the Murchison. He had kept his promise
and he (Mr. Kenny) now asked him to
increase the amount for the erection of
puklic batteries by £5,000 to meet the
rezsonable request of the men at Peak
Hill, where at the present time over 300
wer: working, They were not birds of
passage, but had been there for the last
two or three years, many of them living
upcn what they could dolly from their
cloums, which they were still developing.
It the erection of & public battery at
Tuckunara had been attended with such
beneficial results as he had mentioned,
the erection of a similar battery at Peak
Hill would be even more successful, and
he never with greater confidence sug-
gested to the right hon. gentleman the
advisability of increasing the expenditure
ou any public undertaking.

T PREMIER: It would be impossi-
ble to promise at the present time to
grant the increase suggested ; but when
the schedule had been gone through, he
would be in a position to deal with the
matter and would consider the proposal
n:ade, which could be referred to on the
report stage. Of course what was de-
sired would require a message from the
Governor.

Mg. GREGORY : It would be wise to
endeavor to induce all the goldfields
members td support as strongly as
possible the proposals of the Govern-
ment. He hoped they would be able te
alter the last schedule, so that even a
larger amount than had been proposed
weuld be granted for public batteries.
He wished to express thanks to the mem-
ber for North Fremantle for the remarks:
tie had made, which showed that some in
this House had the interests of the gold-
fields at heart. The erection of public
batteries would be the greatest boon that
cculd be conferred uponr our goldfields.

In the district of Ullaring there was no,

public battery, but the Government had
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promised one, and it would be shortly
erected. The prospectors of that district
had carted in some 529 tons of ore, and
the: returns from that had been 1,54
ouuces, with an average of 2ouzs. 18dwis,
to the ton. The introduction of public
batteries would promote a new era in
niining altogether. Under the old con-
ditions, as soon as men found a bit f a
reefl, they were afraid to go further, and
had to wait until a buyer camne alung.
If they proceeded with the work it was
quite possible that the reef might run
cut, and they might have to leave their
dvnmp there and go away. Under the
system of public batteries, prospectors
would be able to have their ore crushed
at o fair and proper rate. He believed
the Government desired tomake no profit
out of these batteries, but were going to
crust the ore at a price sufficient tocover
the cost. We should have nothing but
really legitimate mining upon our gold-
fields in the future, and that would
assist  us  with regard to English
capitalists. We could have the mines held
by the miners themselves, and the men,
instead of selling and clearing out of the
country, would be stationed here, for their
interests would be here. In one place
where three months ago there were not
more than 40 or 50 people, there must
now be more than 400 or 500. All the
men were pegging out their leases and
claims, and there was quite a different
feeling from that which used to exist. The
same thing existed at Mount Ida. At
Tampa it was decided to crush ore for the
public at a fairly low rate, and immedi-
ately o lot of men started pegging out
cluims.  Since April this battery had
crushed 1,000 tons of stome, and the
average return had been loz. 3dwt., which
would realise some £4,000. He had a list
of some twenty-five leases at Malcolm, and
not one of them was held by a company,
all being in the possession of prospectors.
The quantity of stone crushied was 857
tons, yielding 1,9400z., or an average of
20z. 5dwt. Through the system of public
batteries a larze amount of money would
be circulated, the mines would be deve-
loped, and we should have purely legiti-
mate mining. The Premier said last year
that if £30,000 was not sufficient, they
would spend £50,000. They had not an
opportunity of spending it last vear, the
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sum actually spent being only £2,000,
but he knew they had enfered into en-
gagements now which would cost between
£30,000 and £40,000. He noticed on the
Estimates a sum of £13,000 for the
Governor's ballroom. He would like to
induce the Premier to strike off some of
tha items that appeared in the Estimates,
5> as 10 give a greater amount for public
batteries.

Mr. VOSPER : What had been said in
favour of public batteries met with his
entire approval, There was a sufficiently
wide margin in the other portions of the
schedule to leave untouched the particular
vote now before the Committee. He could
confirm what had been said with reference

- to the influence whick public bauieries
had upon the goldfields population. Nego-
tiations were pending between the Minis-
ter of Mines and the people of Bulong in
reference to the purchase of a large bat-
tery, and it was probable, from what the
Premier had said about the maiter, that
a favourable report would be forwarded
in due course. He had received a letter
to-day from the town clerk of Bulong, who
said some twenty leases had been taken
up, and a large population was coming
to the town on the mere off chance of this
battery being purchased. A npumber of
other claims which had not been worked
for along time past had been takenup by
bond fide persons. He hoped that, what-
ever might be done with these votes or
schedules, an increased amount for public
batteries would be voted. The members
for Fremantle had his hearty sympathy,
for they seemed to have suffered last year
and were suffering again now over the
dock and slip; but one thing particu-
larly admirable was their patience and
loyalty to the Premier, for they were
faithful in adversity, whilst others acted
from interested motives.

Amendment (Mr. Higham’s), by leave,
withdrawn.

Schedule put and passed.

Second Schedule.

Mr. KINGSMILL: The first item in
this schedule was £40,000 for public bat-
teries, and he asked how the vote was to
be allocated, and whether it was not pos-
sible to give the Committee the option
and the opportunity of saying te which
goldfields the money should be appro-
priated for erccting batteries. He could
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not altogether congratulate the Govern-
ment on the equity or fairness with which
they had apportioned the money for bat-
teries. No district more fully fulfilled the
requisite conditions than did his district
(Pilbarra) ; yet the people fhere did not
even ask for public batteries, but erected
batteries of their own. When they did
ask for assistance in the way of a bonus,
they got one bonus of £500 out of a total
sum of £30,000 allocated. What portion
of the proposed expenditure of £30,000
in this schedule would be retrospective,
and what portion weuld be prospective?
He simply protested against the way in
which the Pilbarra disirict had been
shamefully neglected in this matter.

Mg. OLpran: Come over this way (Op-
position side).

Mr. KINGSMILL: No; his district
has not been neglected to that extent.

Tug MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy): A sum of £30,000 was voted
for public batteries, and at the end of the
financial year only £1,997 had been actu-
ally expended. The whole amount, or
nearly 8o, had been allovated ; but at the
end of the last financial year £28,000 was
left out of the £30,000 which had been
voted. £40,000 was now asked for in
this Reappropriation Bill for public bat-
teries, and of that amount about £35,..0
approximately was arranged to be ex-
pended, or had been expended, the expec-
tation being that this amount would be
required by the time the batteries ar-
ranged for were in a position to begin
crushing, Nearly £2,000 was actually
spent last year, as he had said, and there-
fore £33,000 of allocations had to come
out of this reappropriation to fulfil the
present engagements. It was not known
exactly what would be the cost of erect-
ing some of the hatteries, but the estimate
he had stated was at the highest amount.
There would remain, therefore, about
£7,000 for new batteries out of the
£40,000 now ngked for. The Norseman
hattery would be deing public crushing on
Monday next, and the erection of other
batteries was being pushed ahead, and 't
was boped that by the end of the year al
those now arranged for would be in work-
ing order. The average cost of a public
battery, to make it complete with water
supply, was found to be from £4,000 to

£5,000.
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Mgr. DOHERTY &aid he had discoverad
the most modest man in the House, zud
that was the member for North Muroni-
son {(Mr. Kenny) ; for he had simply asked
for an addition of £5,000 for his district.
As to the policy of erecting public bat-
teries on the goldfields, he had been in
conversation With a mining man of ex-
perience, and had formed the opinion that
the erection of such batieries was one of
the best possible means for inducing the
working men io remain in this colony,
and providing the working miners with
means for carrying on operations in a
small way on the various goldfields. ue
approved of this vote as a proper means of

assisting the labour market of the coleny, |

and he only wished the amount could be
very much larger, even if it were neces-
sary to raise another loan for the nurpose.
We should give encouragement to local
industry, and help those who employed
labour to distribute the' money to the
grocer and the baker. This would as-
gist the member for West Kimberley.

Mn. A Fommest: It would assist the
bon. member himself.

Mr. DOHERTY : Yes; it would benefit
himself. This morning he saw crowds of
people ready to leave the colony by a
steamer at Fremantle, and the Govern-
men. should do what they could to stop
the people going awny. There were large
financial institutions in this colony will-
ing to lend £100,000 at 4 per cent. Lo the
Government, if the revenue and loan
moneys would not stand the expenditure
of this sum.

Tue PREMIER :
in finding money.

Mz. DOHERTY: It would be well to
have more money spent on bafteries, say
£60,000.

Mr. YOSPER said he would support a
motion to that effect. The hon. member
{Mr. Doherty) had made o generous offer
to the goldfields members, and he (Mr.
Vosper) generously accepted that offer.
It was a serious symptom at the present
time to see people going away in large
pumbers. Every boat that had gone
away during the past thres weeks had
been crowded with passengers, and people
had to secure berths two or three weeks
ahead. The remittance of money to other
places would be accentuated in the future.

There was no difficulty
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One boat, iast week, took away 330 peo-
le.

P Toe Prempr: Did the hon. member

say that people had to book berths weeks

ahead.

Mzr. VOSPER said he knew, as a fact,
that berths bad to be booked as far ahead
as & fortnight to enable people to secure
them. This exodus should be stopped,
and the development of the goldfields in
the direction indicated by the hon. mem-
bers for North Fremantle and North Cool-
gardie was the best possible way of stop-
ping people going away, The schedule
should be prepared in such a way that the
Committee would have some ides of where
the Government proposed to expend the
money. When a Kailway Bill came down,
the different appropriations were always
gpecified. There was not a general
amount set down for building railways,
but in the Bill before us items were set
down in general terms, and the whole of
this money was to be left to the adminis-
tration of the Minister. In regard to the
amount of £40,000 for the erection of.
public batteries, the Government had
their sub-departments in working order,
and it would have been easy to have pre-
pared a schedule showing where this
money was to be spent. He would explain
why he objected to these moneys being
voted in & lump sum. It gave too much
power to the Minister, and gave a chance
of granting favours; those who made the
most noise got the most money. He
{Mr. Vosper) had never succeeded in get-
ting more than 5 per cent. of the revenue
that his constituents contributed. IF this
matter were to be thrashed ouf fairly in
Committee, & schedule should be prepared
showing how the Government intended to
allocate the money. On the schedule an
amount was set down of £5,000 for the
Pilbarra goldfield, and there was another
amount of £15,000 for the Murchison and
Peak Hill goldfields. When we came to
the eastern goldfields, there was an
amount of £18,000 set down. We ought
to know how the money was to be ex-
pended on the different eastern gold-
fields.

Mr. A. FORREST: While agreeing with
the remarks which had been made gener-
ally on this subject as to increasing the
vote, yet anyone who had practical know-
ledge about goldfields knew full well that
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the goldfields would be assisted by the
erection of public batteries, and this would
do good generally to the community. The
leaseholder with small means who was
not in a position to erect a battery, and
the other small men, could he assisted by
the erection of public batteries. If these
people could be assisted at no cost to the
country, except the initial cost, upon which
we hoped inierest would be charged, so
that in course of time the battery would
be of no cost to the country, that would
be a good thing. He hoped the Govern-
ment would take precautions. The ques
tion of laying before Parliament the detaila
from one session to another was an im-
portant one, and required consideration,
because between ome year and another
goldfields sprang up, and it might be
necessary to erect s public battery forth-
with in one new locality or another. If
a hard-and-fast rule were adopted, the
Government could not erect public bat-
teries without the sanction of Parliament.
Care should be taken that a battery should
not be erected in some place which would
be of no benefit to the country. It was
the wish of hon. members to assist the
cold-mining industry, because se many
other industries were affected by it. Qur
northern districts were affected more
particularly than aoy other district,
Although the northern districts had not
been treated altogether well by goldfields
members this session, the representatives
of the North were prepared, and always
had been prepared, to assist the popula-
tion of the goldfields in every possible
way. If representatives of pastoral dis-
tricts were prepared to do all they could
to assist other portions of the colony, the
least that representntives of those other
portions could do was to render pastoral
districts some little assistance in return.

Mg, [Lrivgworrs: That
what like log-rollinz.

Mr. A. FORREST: Tt was not log-
rolling at all ; it was only fair play. The
member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Dcherty) was one of the largest pastora-
lirte in the East Kimberley district, or in
tha colony, and was a pastoral representa-
tive although he sat for a city consti-
tuency. He (Mr. Forrest) would like to
see the vote £100,000 or £200,000, if the
country could afford it. This proposal to

W8S  some-
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erect public batteries was one of the best
ever placed before Parliament; and as
suggested by the member for North Fre-
mantle, everything possible should be
done to keep population here.

Tue PREMIER: In regard to the pro-
posal or suggestion that the Government
sheuld increase the vote, he was not pre-
pared to make any promise at the present
moment. When the schedule under dis-
cussion had been dealt with, alterations
which met with general approval could
be made on the report, and he then could
be prepared to propose alterations with
the authority of the Governor. Public
batteries would no doubt do a great deal
of good, but he did not like embarking
too largely in what was a new departure,
untii there had been a fair trial. He was
somewhat afraid of tne administration,
because the difficulty of getting men to
manage these batteries economically
would be very great. The batteries, after
they had been erected, should be made to
pay, or, otherwise, they would become a
great burden to the State. He was in
hopes that the batteries would be self-
supporting ; and, if they were, the diffi-
culty would, of course, be altogether over-
come, and the number of the batteries
could be increased. It would be an ex-
pensive mafter running these batteries
night and day, and they must be made to
pay; and he was inclined not to go too
heavily into the venture, until it was seen
how the batteries succeeded. That was
the reason why he had been somewhat
cautious in limiting the amount to be ex-
pended to £40,000 which, he understood,
would be sufficient to work nine or ten
batteries,

Mr. Donerry: Population ought to be
kept in the colony.

Tre PREMIER: If population was
going away, he expected population was
also coming into the colony. He would
make inquiries inte that matter, and find
out how many people were leaving and
how many were coming in. No doubt
people would go away when they could
now get enough work te do, but they
would come back at the first indica-
tion of employment being offered. After
a railway contract was over, and several
hundreds of men had been discharged with
mouney in their pockets, what was more
natural, if no other contract was in view
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at the moment, than that these men
should ge back to the country from
which they came, and have a little en-
‘joyment? Whatever was done, that sort
of thing would go on until people made
their permanent homes here. There was
a good many Government contracts at
present, but there was also & good many
coming to an end, and it was not to be
wondered at that discharred workmen, with
money in. their pockets as the result of
the good wages they have been receiving,
should go away for a time. But they
would come back, hecause even now the
prespects here were far better than in
other colonies. What was the good of
workmen going to South Australia or
Victorin at the present time?

Mr. Voseer:Sir George Turner {old a
different tale.

Tre PREMIER: It was known from
people who came from the other colomes
that thete was not much work there,

Mr. Vosper : Perhaps Sir George
Turner, like the Premier of Western Aus-
tralia, was an optimist.

Tre PREMIER : Sir George Turner was
a reasonable man, and not an exaggorator.

Ma. Vosrer: “Optimist” was the word
used, and not “exagpgerator.”

Tre PREMIER: Well, it was pretty
much the same. If hon. members passed
the achedule after having thoroughly dis-
cussed it, he would see what could he
done ; but he did not advise going heavily
into the erection of batteries during the
present financial year, some two months
of which had pone over. It would take
time to get into work the hatteries already
in hand, and caution seemed to be the
order of the day. There were great
timidity and fear on the part of many
people whe, as during this debate, seemed
never tired of speaking of the troubled
gstate in which they believed the colony to
be. One hon. member had gone sn far
a8 to suggest that the Government should
go to the banks and get a few nounds;
but ke (the Premier) had yet to learn that
the Government eould not get what moner
they wanted elsewhere, at a2 very much
better price than it could be got for at
th> local banks. He had not had any
difficulty as yet in getting money when
it was required ; but, of course, it was not
desired to burden the country with obliga-
tions, unless there was grent necessity.
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The system of public batteries was on its
trinl. He had no doubt the batteries
would do good, and would be of great ad-
vantage in many localities; but, unless
they could be made to pay, he could see
clearly the country would not be able to
carry them on. We could not afford to
lose a lot of money over this business,
and he was sure that neither those repre-
senting goldfields nor anyone else, ex-
pected the country to erect these batteries
and carry them on at 2 loss. We did not
want to make any profit ont of them, but
we must, at any rate, try to make ihem
self-supporting, and he hoped the result
would be altogether satisfactory.

Mr. GREGORY: The member for
North-East Coolgardie had tried to twit
him and others with being bought over.
He wondered if the hion. menrber could be
bought over. Last year he (Mr. Gregory)
asked that no political influence should he
brought to bear at all in the question of
where public batteries should be erected.
The Minister should not look atthe ques-
tion from the point of view of placating any
member. If the Minister had been desir-
ous of trying to placate members he would
not have placed four Datteries in his (Mr.
Gregory's) constituency and have left
other supperters without any batteries at
all; and the fact that four were there
showed that they were deserved. It was
not st all fair of the member for North- °
East Cooleardie to impute such motives
to those who had always ncted indepen-
dently in the House. He thought the
opinion of the outside public and of mem-
bers was that others would be more likely
than he to give awav their votes for the
sake of nublic batferies.

Mr. KINGSMILL:: Several cases had
been placed by him zqunrelv and fairlv
before the gentlemen who had at various
times occunied the rssnonsible nosition of
Minister of Mines, and he (Mr. Kinosmill)
had on everv ocension been treated with
the utmost courtesy—in fact Too much of
it, and nothing but courtesv. As to the
requirements of his zoldfield. the miners
at Pilbarra had sufficient independence,
sufficient gold, and sufficient belief in their
own field te place batteries there; but
thev were entitled. when other neonle were
metting batteries costing thousands of
vounds, to receive some smnll assistance
in the way of honus ; nnd hitherto he had
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asked, and would continue to do so, that
this bonus should be pranted on the sys
tem of payment by results. The miners
who erected batteries were for the most
part working men, and not speculators,
and they should be paid, say, £1 for every
ton erushed, the rate at which they would
crush for the public fixed for a certain
number of tons, say from 500 to 1,000.
When this fragment of £7,000 was being
allocated, some little portion of it at all
events might go to that field. He was
unable to introduce deputations, as peo-
ple did not like to travel 2600 miles
from Pilbarra to Perth and back again.
It would be well if & lump sum were allo-
cated to different goldfields, to be spent
within the limits of those goldfields as an
inspector, warden, or some official repre-
genting the Government should direct.
He believed a sum of £10,000 was placed
on the estimates for goldfields last time,
but, he failed to find that any large por-
tion of it had been spent, and although
he had asked for a return he had not re-
ceived one. As to his own field, the Min-
ister could not do better than spend
money on roads and wells. He (Mr
Kingsmill) did not desire to offer any
opposition to the passing of this motion,
but he hoped that what had been said by
the member for North Fremantle would
have some effect upon the Government.
Mgr. WALLACE: A more popular vote
than that for the erection of nublic bat-
teries had never been placed before the
House. The whole of the public batteries
in existence had been erected on the re-
commendation of the members represent-
ing the various districts. No hon. mem-
ber would be likely to ask the Minister to
erect apublic battery in his district unless
he had good grounds for the request. If
everyone who had asked for a battery had
made out as good & case as the member
for North Coolgardie (Mr. Gregory), the
Government would not regret the expen-
diture. The fact that a district had one
or more batteries already should not be
o reason for refusing a request for another,
provided it was required by a number of
working miners who were developing their
claims at their own expense. He knew
several places in the Murchison fields
where batteries could be erected without
fear of loss, including the spot mentioned
by the hon. member (Mr. Kenny). That
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district was populated solely by working
miners, who had been there for years, dry-
blowing, dollying, and stacking their
stene, the cost of crushing which was pro-
hibitive.  Batteries in such districts must
be self-supporting, and would stop the
exodus from the colony by providing work
for the unemployed. This was nct a
speculation, but a certainty, and the Pre-
mier should increase the vote, as he had
promised to do if possible.

Mgr. MORAN : There was no stone wait-
ing to be crushed in his constituency, un-
less the Government liked to put a bat-
tery on the Ivanhoe Venture lease, so that
the alluvial men might be spared the
trouble of carrying the ore away. He
hoped the Government would not give any
big centre a public battery.  Public bat-
teries were for distant centres, to help the
prospectors.

Hon. H. W. Vexx: Broad Arrow, for
instance.

Mr. MORAN: No; that place was on
a railway line. The member for North-
East Coolgardie had applied for a battery
for Eanowna, and there were twelve bat-
teries at Kanowna already. The Peak
Hill field was the most successful outside
Kalgoorlie, but the public had no means
of crushing ihere; that was the place
where the Government should erect =
battery. The Pilbarra goldfield wae also
another place where a battery should be
erected. He hoped the Minister would
put his foot down firmly, and not erect a
battery in any large centre.

Schedule put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again,

RIVERS POLLUTION BILL.

Received from the Legislative Council,
and, on the motion of MR. LBAEE, read a
first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11.10 p.m.
until the next day at 7.30 p.m.




